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May 27, 1992 

Mr. Ron Ventola, 
Chief of Regulatory FUnctions 
New Orleans District 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 60167 
New Orleans, LA 70160 

He: Permit No. LMNOD-SP (17th street Cana1)2 
Dated June 13, 1984 

Dear Mr. Ventol~: 

When I last wrote you on February 4, 1987, I outlined the way 
work was to progress under the above referenced permit. phase I, 
from DPS #6 to I-la, had been completed and as a result of not 
effecting an Agreement with the East Jefferson Levee District to 
go forward with Phase II from 1-10 to Hammond HWy. Bridge, the 
Board elected to proceed with Phase III from Hammond RWy. Bridge 
to Lake Pontchartrain. phase III was expected to be completed in 
June of 1988. Unfortunately the best laid plans ran afoul of 
obtaining an amicable solution to the unauthorized occupancy of 
Board property by Bucktown residents. We finally reached 
agreement on the purchase of the bUildings, obtained demolition 
contra~ts and permits, all of this gOing on while our consultant 
was completing plans and specifications and waiting to advertise 
the contract for Phase III. The work order was finally issued on 
August 11, 1988 and constr.uction was completed on December 6, 
1989, a year and a half later than expected. 

While construction was underway on Phase III, efforts restarted 
on trying to effect a three way agreement between East Jefferson 
Levee District, Orleans Levee District and the Sewerage and Water 
Board to construct Phase II. This would combine flood protection 
work with our dredging operation thereby reducing costs to 
everyone. Orleans agreed early on, but it became evident that 
East Jefferson was content to wait for· the Corps to do the work. 

I
RealiZing that time was still running on the permit, the Board 
initiated work on design plans and specifications on Phase IIA 
for a joint flood protection project with the Orleans Levee 
District and as much of the channel work as possible without 
causing any stability problems on the west side. It turned out 
that we were able to do abo~_iO' of the channel uriaer that----
contract. Ari-Agreerif4Ure was sIgned with the OLB on January 29, /' /' tI 
1990 and the Work Order for the contract was issued July 4, 1990. ~~l . 
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Some time after work began on phase IIA, discussions got back on 
track with East Jefferson Levee District. I am sure that this 
happened only because C. J. Nettles retired from the Corps and 
went to work for the East Jefferson Levee District. Our initial 
meeting with Mr. Nettles was on November 20, 1990 and a little 
less than a year later (November 15, 1991), an Agreement was 
signed wit~ them for construction of Phase lIB. Work on the 
plans and specs began immediately and the contract was advertised 
at the end of February, 1992, bids being received March 31, 1992, 
the low bid in the amount of $2,522,092.00. After approvals by 
both Boards, Contract 92-1 of the East Jefferson Levee District 
for work on Phase lIB was signed May 15, 1992 and a Work Order 
was issued May 26, 1992. Steel is expected by June 1, 1992 and 
work will be well underway in the first week of June. 

Which brings us to the permit expiration date of ~une 13, 1922 •. 
Mr. Schorr had written the Board on February 20, 1987 granting us 
an extension of 5 years in lieu of the three we had requested in 
our letter to you but Mr. Schorr advised us that this would be 
the final extension. With a project as complex as the 17th 
Street Canal which actually lies in Jefferson parish and has 
levees on both sides under the administration of different levee 
districts, the work ceases to be just a matter of preparing plans 
and specifications and going out to bid to construct the work. 
As I have tried to outline above, there has been as much 
administrative work coaxing involved parties to cooperate as 
there has be~n construction time. In spite of what seems like 
delays, work progressed continuously. 

As a side issue and what was not included in the above recounting 
of ti~e sequences is the five year effort to obtain an agreement 
with Jefferson Parish to get their 23.5% participation in 
construction and 0 & M costs as well as their support to break 
the impasse in Bucktown. When the 17th street Canal Program was 
first developed in 1984, it was expected to cost OVer 70 million 
dollars. The S&WB began serious negotiations with Jefferson 
Parish for an agreement since over 2500 acres of Jefferson parish 
is drained through the 17th St. Canal. The Agreement was finally 
signed January 10, 1989. Most of the same team was involved in 
all of the discussions that resulted in agreements with Jefferson 
Parish, the Orleans Levee District and the East Jefferson Levee 
District. Other projects are still being constructed or are 
being planned that are upstream of this discharge canal. By the 
time work is completed on al~ projects within the Drainage 
Pumping Station No. 6 Basin Area there will have been spent over 
100 million dollars. 

In the permit area the Board has spent $11,274,656.00 on three 
major projects and various other expenditures including property 
acquisition, demoliton, surveying, engineering services and a 
Test Section Contract that proved the Board did not have to 
install relief wells as had been proposed by the New Orleans ~~~. 
District. This saved hundreds of thousands of dollars for the ~(I~ 
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project. The final contract would add $2,522,092.00 to the 
amount expended in the permit area for a total of 
$13,796,748.00. 

This project is extremely important to the well being of both 
Orleans and Jefferson parishes and has been done in a way-to 
effect cost savings for the citizens of both parishes. 
unfortunately the saving of money has had a reversal effect on 
time. Because of all of the above complications in the 
prosecution of the work on the 17th Street Canal in accordance 
with permit No. LMNOD-SP (17th Street Canal)2, I respectfully 
request an extensio~ of eighteen (18) months, or until December 
13, 1993, to complete the work about to start on Phase lIB •. The 
contract time is 455 days which would mean an expected completion 
date of August 22, 1993. The 18 months would allow fOJ 
unforeseen delays. 

It would be a disfavor to the citizens of Orleans and Jefferson 
Parishes to have a delay in completing the final work in the 
discharge caral when so much money and effort has been expended 
on the entire project. Please consider the many diverse aspects 
of the project in making your decision on the ~ermit extension 
request. --=-

Very truly yours, 

~h..,(--R~~~ 
G. Joseph Sullivan 
General Superintendent 

GJS!LGB!pmt 
Attachments 

cc: Harold J. Gorman, gxecutive Director - S&WB 
sal D'Angelo, President - EJLD 

670G+ 

Robert G. Harvey, president - OLD 
8. K. Sneed, Director of Public Works - Jefferson Parish 
Modjeski & Masters 

-- --- -- --- --_._-----------------
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FACT SHEET IN CONnCTIOS WITH COlfTRAcor 92-1 

EAST JEFFERSON LEVEB DISTRICT 

PHASE XIB - 12TH ST. QVTf&LL$ABAL - WEST SIPB 
.".. 

EEBMIT NO. LHNOp-SP (17th St."t PaDal)2 

404 PERMI~ AFPLtCATIONS - U.S. ARMY CORPS OF EHGIHEEB§ 

PurpoI. 

Oeceri>er 29, 1980 Ph ... I - Ortdgl~ to pa •• 6650 cta In ch ..... ' 

"'prll 20, 1981· Pha.e II - Oredelng '0 pa'. 10,000 eft In ehenntl • supersedes Ph ••• I 

5/2G/'2 

Hay 9, 1983 Dr~lng to enlar"e c:hllmtt to 10,400 ch c~lty and provide floocl "",Us for st.bflfty 

P~r~ft ~~r lM~CO-$P(11th 'treel C.n.I'~ wo. I,c~ by tho Hew Orteana Olltrlet to the $eweroe- ~ Uater 8Qard 
on Jo..ne 13, 1984 • 

On F~bruary 4, 1981'. letter we. sent to the CorPi rl<lUHtlne In tlIteNllcn of tllr .. (3) years In order to coqJl.t. 
t~e r_lnlt>g wo,.k 1M the c.".t. The Board r~c.lved • ruponae on february 20, 1987 ,rantIng. fI". (5) vee" extINicn "Ith 
th. stl~ulatlon that it was the laU tilt_Ion of time without full ptrlllit reproc .... 11'; 10r ."., futllt'll IiIOI"Ic not CCIIIpletecl. 
Se~ construction table below 101' tl~ re1erencel. 

17TH STREET OUTFALL CANAL CONSTRUQTION , EXPENQITQRB TABLB 

Y~ar Cont. No ~.O. Oeserlptlon Contractor 

1984 4101 12/05/83 1/06/84 11th St. Canal. Test Section J. L. R\.IIIgl d & CCIq)W'Iy, Inc:. 

1985 4053 11/26/84 1110185 Ph •• e I - OPS '6 to 1-10 Boh Broth@r. Construction Co., Inc:. 

1988 4117 8/11/88 12/6/89 Ph,se III • Hammond Hwy to L.t. Solv.tlon Service., Inc:. 

1m 0230 

1985 • 1989 

1992 92- 1 

Pontchlrtrlln 

7/04/90 1/10/92 Phase llA - 1'10 to Hammond Hwy.'£I,t Soh 'rother, Construetlon COo, Inc:. 
( ... ~t. with O~lea". Lev" Bd"1/29/90) 

VariOUS limes 

5/26/92 

Property "'cqul.ltion, Oemolltlon. Surveylnq Ind Engineering Services 

Ph, •• lIB· 1'10 to Hammond Kwy.-Uest Professional Const. Services, Inc:. 
( ... ~t. with E •• t Jeff. Levee Dlst.·11/1S/91) 

MI:Iu1t 

s 40,427 

S1,~,386 

3,~,579 

1. 471. ?l$ 
11,274,656 

j!,5U·09~ 
$13,796,748 

During the time period betWeen Phase I (1985) and Phaa. III (1988) construction, 
considerable time and effort was expended negotiating with Bucktown reeidente and 
fisherman in order to plan and construct Phase III since no agreement could be reached 
with East Jefferson on Phaae II. Bucktown wae a very critical and ~portant reach ofth. 
project due to the narrow channel ra.tric~ion. which had to be widened for full flow of 
10,400 ets. During Phase III construction, more discussion. were held with the Orleans 
Levee District and the East Jefferson Levee District for conltruction of Phas8 II, since 
concurrence ot both BOArd. was required by the permit. In o~der to proce.d, an agreement 
was signed with the Orlean. Levee DiBtrict on January 29, 1990 tor Phas8 IIA, but it was 
not until November 15, 1991 that an agreement wa. signed with the East Jeffereon Levee 
District tor Pha •• lIB. This was only accomplished due to the efforts of Hr. C. J. 
Nettles. 


