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/" Dear Colonel Gorski: '" ,-

Thank you for taking time out of your s~dule in Washington, 
D.C. ,to brief my staff and me last week on the U.S. Arnr,i Corps of 
Engineers' two most important issues in Louisiana's Second 
Congressional District. 

I assure you that my office will use whatever influence it may 
have within s,tate government to work out a compromise on future 
Corps dredging of the Mississippi River Gulf OUtlet because this 
is particularly important to future growth and development of the 
Port of New Orleans. 

My office also intends to work closely with your local advisory 
panel on eXpansion of the existing locks on the Inner Harbour 
Navigational Canal. 

My staff and I were pleased to learn in-depth about th~ two IDQst 
important issues in the Second Congressional District from the 
corps' point of view; however, due to time constraints and the 
press of other scheduled appointments, we were unable to discuss 
what is the most important issue in the Second congressional 
District from the local government point of view -- hurricane 
levee protection along the Orleans Avenue and London Avenue 
canals. 

Not only is this the most important issue from the local 
government point of view, I want you to know that this issue is 
as important an issue to me as it was to roy predecessor, U.S. 
Representative Lindy Boggs, who, as you know, last year and U.S. 
Representative Bob Livingston passed an amenQ~ent to the Water 
Resources Development Bill of 1990 (adopted by the entire u.s. 
House of Representatives; Congressional Record, September 26, 
1990, H8l58-8159) which directed construction of 300-year 
parallel hurric~~e protection along both the London Avenue and 
Orleans Avenue canals~ 
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Although the specific amendment was eliminated from the final 
v.ersion of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, managers 
of the legislation felt it important to express the sense of 
Congress and included specific language regarding these projects 
in the Conference Committee Report (see attached.) 

At this time, I understand that the Orleans Levee Board and the 
Sewerage and Water Board are attempting to devise a compromise, 
~~d I urge the Corps to work with these local government agencies 
using as your guideline both the language of the Boggs amendment 
as well as the language of the Conference Committee Report on the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1990. 

I sincerely hope a compromise can be worked out between the Corps 
and local gover~~ent, and my staff and I will be available to 
assist wherever and whenever possible. 

As Congressman from the Second congressional District, I want you 
to know that I share the concerns of the local government 
agencies who have advised that they do not have adequate tax 
revenue or tax base to address the consequences of the Corps' 
proposed "butterfly gate" hurricane protection at the London 
Avenue and Orleans Avenue Canals. 

I share their concerns for several reasons. 

• 

First and Iore.t'1l0st., any solution fOI the London Avenue and 
Orleans Avenue canals must address protection from hurricane 
related flooding from both tidal surge and heavy rainfall. In 
addition, no solution shOUld in any way compromise existing 
drainage or create unnecessary financial burden on local 
government agencies • 

Second, as the conference report clearly states, I do not believe 
it was "the intent of Congress in authorizing this project to 
compound flooding or drainage problems in the City of New 
Orleans .. 11 

Tnird, the levees along both canals have over the years provided 
minimal hurricane protection for New Orleans; and, even to this 
date, the parallel levees along the Orleans ·~~d London Avenue 
Canals are included in the Corps' own calculations of the 
hurricane protection provided to New Orleans in the Lake 
Pontchartrain and Vicinity project. 

, I 
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Fourth, as a direct result of the proposed "butterfly gate" 
solution, local government will be forced to spend approximately 
$65 to $80 million to adjust the system which for decades has 
provided minimal hurricane protection for my community. As a 
result, the traditional 70% federal/30% local funding formula 
will be reversed to 70% 10cal/30% federal in order to complete 
all of the public works projects (local and federal) required by 
a hurricane protection solution devised made solely by ~~e U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

Fifth, the orleans Levee Board already has paid $21 million more 
than required to meet its local cost sharing obligations for 
existing projects; and, combined with the more than $8 million 
derived annually from the 6.13 mills dedicated to improvement of 
its hurricane protection system, will generate enough revenue to 
meet local cost sharing requirements for the 300-year parallel 
pr<:ltection. 

Finally, I concur with the local government that internal 
drainage for the city of New Orleans ends at the pumping 
stations. 

Please advise me, as soon as possible, regarding your progress in 
implementing the sense of Congress expressed in the language of 
the Conference Committee Report on the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1990 and/or in reaching a compromise with the 
local goverp~ent agencies. 

It seems to me that, as the Congress, the Corps and local 
government address this matter, we need to remember that the 
purpose of federal and local efforts at hurricane protection is 
to protect citizens from flooding and that hurricanes can cause 
flooding from tidal surge as well as from heavy rainfall. 
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From where many of my constituents sit, it doesn't rea~~y matter 
whether flood water comes from a hurricane's tidal surge or a 
hurricane's heavy rainfall. If you're flooded, you're flooded; 
and it's important that government tackle this problem in a 
comprehensive and timely manner. 

WJJ:jel 
Enclosures 

CC! The Bonorable J. Bennett Johnston 
The Honorable John Breaux 
The Honorable Robert Livingston 
The Honorable Tom Bevill 
The Honorable Charles E. Roemer 
The Honorable Sidney J. Barthelemy 
The Honorable Lindy Boggs 
The Honorable steven O. Medo 

Sincerely, 

All Orleans Levee Board Commissioners 
The New Or~eans City council 
All Sewerage and Water Board Members 
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246-4000 

7012S 

March 22, 1991 

PROTECTING .Y..Q.1L 
ANO.r..QbI.B. FAMILY 

Colonel Richard V. Gorski 
Corps of Engineers 
P. O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 

Re: London Avenue Canal 
Correspondence from 
Colonel Richard Gorski 
U. S. Army corps of Engineers 
Dated January. 1991 

Dear Colonel Gorski: 

Please refer to the captioned correspondence regarding your 
position on the Orleans Avenue and London Avenue outfall canals. 
Based upon Resolution No. 1-101790 dated October, 1990 and upon 
further consideration by Resolution No. 7-022091 dated February, 
1991, the Board of Levee Commissioners of the Orleans Levee 
District have voted unanimously to adopt the parallel protection 
plan. 

After carefully considering all of the facts including your 
extended presentation to the Board with representatives of the 
Sewerage and water Board of New Orleans on November 7, 1990, we do 
!'lot believe the "Butterfly Valve" will provide the necessary 
protection to the citizens of New Orleans, from rising tides under 
all conditions. We remain convinced that the parallel protection 
plan will serve the City best and is, in fact, the most cost 
effective and expeditious method for providing flood protection. 

The Board has authorized me to request that the corps 
participate in the development of a plan pursuant to the terms of 
our contractual agreement that requires the Federal Government to 
pay 70% of the first cost of construction and our entity to pay 30% 
of the first cost. We have determined that our first cost of 
construction using the corps proposal will cause our Board and, 
thus, the citizens of New Orleans, to pay 80% of the first cost of 

SWB-ED-F0030-000206 
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construction versus our required 30%. The Corps proposes to 
contribute only the federal portion of the constructi9n relating to 
the "Butterfly Valve" plan which is less than 20% of the actual 
project cost. We base our understanding on the statement that you 
do not propose to pay the cost of raising the levee system along 
the tidal basins which today form the front line protection system 
for the City of New Orleans. We also believe that EIA prepared by 
the Corps' staff does not adequately address the environmental 
changes that would be created behind a "Butterfly Valve". 

As authorized by the Board, we have requested, and have 
received unanimous support from our Congressional leaders, local 
and state elected officials provide whatever assistance is 
necessary to mandate that the Federal Government, acting through 
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, comply with our agreement. We 
underscore this by stating that the Orleans Levee Board has not 
cnly met it's 30% requirement for local participation, but 
currently has exceeded that requirement by more than $20,000,000. 
That is, we have already paid $20,000,000 more than is required by 
the agreement between the Federal Government and the local assuring 
authority. In the past, some have stated the federal government 
wanted to be assured that the locals were participating. We, too, 
want to be assured that tbe federal government complies with the 
terms of it's agreement. We are and bave been prepared to move 
forward with finalizing this project since 1985. 

Finally, the London Avenue and Orleans Avenue Canals are now 
and have always been tidal basins lined with parallel frontal 
protection levees. You seek to change tbat fact by placement of 
large concrete structures across the entrance of the basins, and, 
thence, terming all of the tidal waters "interior drainage". 

In this manner, you propose to transfer over 80% of the cost 
of the project to the local agency. That, according to the Federal 
Congressional Conference Report on Water Resources Development Act 
of 1990 in November, 1990, is clearly not the mandate or intent of 
the federal legislation. 

SWB-ED-F0030-000207 



colonel Gorski 
Page 3 

Please feel free to contact me regarding your position. 

Very truly yours, 

s~~ ~e1:f:l' 
President 
Orleans Levee District 

ce: Governor Charles "Buddy" Roemer 
Mayor Sidney J. Barthelemy 
Senator J. Bennett Johnston 
Senator John Breaux 
Representative Robert Livingston 
Representative William Jefferson 
Honorable Lambert L. Boissiere 
Honorable James Singleton 
Honorable Joseph I. Giarrusso 
Honorable Dorothy Hae Taylor 
Honorable Peggy Wilson 
Honorable Jacqueline Clarkson 
Mr. Fred H. Bayley, III, Chief of Engineering 

Vicksburg District 
orleans Levee Board Commissioners 

Honorable John H. Ross, Vice President 
Honorable Jerome P. Diekhaus 
Honorable Robert S. Maloney 
Honorable Robert C. Ramelli 
Honorable James E. Smith, Jr. 
Honorable Janet Phillpott vi~cent 

Lakeshore Property OWners Association 
Lake Vista Property OWners Association 
Lake Terrace Property OWners Association 
Lakeview Civic Association 
Sewerage and Water Board of New orleans 

SWB-EO-F0030-000208 
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The Lake Pon4:harlrain and Vicinity, Louisiana hurricane )'<0-
te<!tion project provides hurricane prote<:tion to the metropolitan 
New Orleans area. As originally authorized by Section 204 of 
Public Law 8~298 the recommended plan included the construc
tion of a large barrier structure to prevent storm water surges 
from entering Lake Pon4:hartrain and flooding developed areas 
during hurricanes. In 1977, as a result of environmentellitigation, 
a plan for the construction of high level levees WeB substituted for 
the barrier plan. 

It was not necessary for the original barrier plan to address the 
problems associated with outfall canals that provide drainage of 
storm waters into Lake Pontohartrain from the City of New Orle
ans. These problema must not be resolved in completing the high 
IBV1l1 plan. One option under consideration is the contruction of 
structures which will close the outfall canals at London and Orle
ans Avenues during periods of hurricane conditions. Local authori
ties have ralsed legitimate concerns that this would result in flood
ing within the. City because water discharged from drainege pumps 
would not flow into Lake Pon4:hartrein when the structures are 
closed. 

The conferees do not believe it was the intent of Congress in au
ti>ori2;ing this project to compound flooding or drainage problems in 
the City of New Orleans. Therefore, the conferees direct the Corps 
to treat the outfall canals as part of the overall hurricane protec
tion project, and to favorably consider a plan that raises the levees 
along the entire lengths of the London Avenue and Orleans 
Avenue Canals to grades sufficient to confine a standard project 
hurricane with costs to be borne by both Federal and local aasuring 
authorities. 

CeOSB FLORIIlA BARGE CANAL 

The conference agreement includes a provision deauthorizing the 
Cross Florida Ba~e Canal and tranafers to the Stete of Florida, 
without consideratIOn, all Federal lands acquired for the canal, and 
facilities completed for the project. for the purposes of combininjS 
them with State-acquired lands and creating a "greenway corn
dor." The deauthorization and land transfer are conditioned upon 
the State, through a resolution adopted by the Governor and State 
Cabinet, agreeing to several terms. The orimary terms include the 
following: -

First, the State must agree to create, preserve and maintain a 
greenway corridor along the original canal route (from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean) to be ueed by the public Duly for 
compatibl" recreation and conservation activities as defined in a 
management plan to be developed by the Stata. The management 
plan must describe the actual boundaries for the corridor which 
must be at least SO{) yards wide except for thoee areas where a) as 
of the date of enactment, the State'owned no lend or the lend it 
did own WeB 1""" than SO{) yards wide, or b) a road or bridge crosses 
the corridor. It is the conferees' intention that the State manage
ment"le.n des...-rihe in e comprehensive fashion how the Stete "ill 
create, manege and improve the greenway. 
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John Breaux 
La ui.5laaa. 

Committees,: 

Commerce. Science. and 
Tnr.sportation 

Flnar!c~ 

Spedal Committee on Aglng 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-1.803 

April 10, 1991 

Colonel Richard V. Gorski 
Commander, New Orleans District 
Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160 

Dear Colonel Gorski: 

WASHINGTON OFfICE 
{;!O~ 224-4f123 

CZIfTlU.L IOUtl14h OFI'IC!.' 
534 /olUftUT S1'lIW 

Au.:tAAO~"" LA 1 t 30, 
rJ raJ 0173-1370 

SIlUTt! UlUl'IA"" a~l~ 
Ttlt rtllXllAt. :lulI.,DIIIQ 

70S JIi"~HI:O'" S7",". ROOM 103 
t..o., ...... !TTt.1.A 701>01 

1318)2"4-13371 

HORn! Loutl,l1U Onlt:: 
WI<$H1HIl,O/'I SQUAlIl ","PIt ... SUIl.OU«l; 
211 ~'rn 31111 STIIln. Roo.w l02A 

MOKIIO!. LA 11201 
13 181325-3310 

NEW 01\£.1,14 AIIU. OFfIce 
HAU SOGOI i'rocAAI. SUlUIlI'IQ 

ISOI """'11.0.%1'" $'MInT. Sum: 10013 
N~ OIlli,LUd, l.A 70130 

{50"1 51UJ_2S31 

The president of the Orleans Levee District, Mr. Steven O. 
Mede, Jr., has been authorized by the dis~ic~'s Board of Levee 
Commissioners to request the Corps' participation in the 
development of a parallel protection pla.~ for the Orleans and 
London Avenue Canals. The district also has asked that the cost
sharing for the parallel protection plan be 70 percent federal 
and 30 percen~ local sponsor. Recently, he contacted you 
regarding these requests. 

As you know, Statement of Managers language in the 
conference report for the 1990 Water Resources Act clarified 
Congressional intent for the Lake Ponchartrain and Vicinity 
Hurricane Protection Project. A copy of that language is 
attached. 

In light of the above-referenced clarification of 
congressional intent, I would appreciate hearing from you the 
Corps' plans for providing hurricane protection for the London 
Avenue and Orleans Avenue Canals and its intended cost-sharing 
ratio for these project ela~ent5. Please work closely with the 
Orleans Levee District with regard to its requests and keep me 
informed of all developments affect.ing these project issues. 

Effective hUrricane pro~ec~ion is needed in d,~s= areas. 
It is critical that the project move forward as soon as possible. 

A Coros response at the earliest possible convenience would 
be helpful: Thank you for your attencion and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

. ~. "'~ -4~r#E..'€?/'/ 
, ~17I t;. Of'-\1i-'~~~" 

JOHN BREF.UX 
United States Senator 

JB: jeb 

Enclosure 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORL.EANS O~. o:::mPS OF ENGINe:.ERS 

P.o. OO~ 502 .. '57 

NEW ORLEANS., LCUlsw-/A 7Cleo-cZ67 

April 29, 1991 

J!>roj<llct Manageraen.t Office 

aQnor~le William J. Jefferson 
Houae of ~epresentatives 
WaShin9ton, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Jefferson. 

Thank you for yovr March IB, 1991 letter concerning 
the outfall canal features of the LaJce lI'ontchartr.ain 
hurricane protection project. I appreciate knowing your 
views on this vital project. 

We have been designing the hurricane protection 
features at the outfall canals since 1983. The Orleaas 
Levee BOard and the Sewerage and Water BOard and their 
staffs took part in the detailed studies that culminated 
in the current frontal protection plans at the Orleans 
Avenue and London Avenue outfall canals. The plana pro
vide for automatic gated structures (butterfly gates) at 
the lake end of the outfall canals. These structures will 
neither hinder existing local drainage nor preclude future 
improvements to looal drainaqe. We can start the design 
and construotion ims@diately and at substantuslly less 
cost than rs.isiBg and irnprcviuCd the levees and floodwalls 
alon~ both §ides of the canals. 

Oespite the language in the conference report on the 
Water Resource Development Act of 1990, we believe we do 
not have the authority to deviate from the most economical 
plan for hurricane protection. We believe that raising 
the levees along the canal~ would require specific 
congressional authorization. The cost would increase from 
$25 million (t~~ butterfly gated structures) to $105 
million (parallel protection on ooth canals) for 
protection to the Standard project Hurricane level. 

\ 
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h ara conatructinq bill'har leveee 4t 'the l71:h Street 
OUtfall canal beeau.s parallel prQteation coats about the 
same a. a butterfly gat. structure and bacau.. th4 lavea 
board preferred that 41ternatiTe. 

~he pump. feedinq the Orlean. Avenue and London Avenue 
outfall canals aannot now or in the for ..... ble future 
p~ aqainst the design hurricane lake level without 
allowing flooding within the protected are. even if the 
lev&es are raised. We realiae that if loo41 intereat. 
improve drainaqe to pump .gainst the design hurricane lake 
leval, they will have to rai." the levees on the outfall 
canal.. Witbcut a ohange in project authori.ation ¥s 
cannot share in their ~t nerond the coat of the ~et 
economical hurricane proteotion plan. 

Mr. Staven O. Hado, President of the moard of 
CommissionerD of the Orlean. Levee District, mat with 
Mr. rred sayley, the interia Lower Ki •• i •• ippi Valley 
Division Enqinee~, on January 31, 19'1 on this matter. 
Shortly therea.fter, Hr. hyley ac1viaed Mr. Mado that 11_ 
lSiialation ia required to include the more expensive 
parallel protection as part of the Lake Pontahartrain 
project. 

I uDderatand that the Orlean. LeVM Board ia pro
ce.din~ with design for parallel proteotion on the Orleans 
OUtfall Canal. The Corpm of Sngineero is prepared to 
6harc ia th€ eon3brtllction oo~tG u!;) to the cost of frontal 
protac~io~~ ~c~u~~ of th~ curre~t impassa~ no ~rk 1m 
b-::ning ~ne on tL".:e f.Rrnd.on ~,venUle O"-.atfall Cenal t' 

Sincerely, 

Richard V. Gor~ki 
Colonel, O.S. Ar~y 
Dimtrict Engineer 

SW8-EO-F0030-000188 
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Copy B'uraiahad. 

Mr • St~_n O. ldd.o 
Preaidaat, !oar4 of Co-mjaaionera 
Orleana Lev.. Distri~~ 
New Orlean. LAkairoat Airpor~ 
Suite 302, Adminiatratio: Building 
Nev Orlean., ~ui.i4na 10126 

~ Joa.ph Sullivan 
General Superintendant of the 

Now Orlean. Sewsra98 and Water Board 
.25 St. Joseph Stree: 
RCOlII 311 
New Orleans, ~ui.i.D. 70165 

5/01/91 - cc: Jim Parker • J ..-
1. G. Bodet~ 

Rudy St. Ge:rmain 
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P.O. SO;{ 602::;;"' 

NEW ORl.£ANS. ~~A 70;60-0267 

8caorable Jcba Ilreaux 
lllU"" ~ S.aate 
Raabiafton. D.C. aQSIG-le03 

MAY 6 1991 

....... 

~ia i. i~ respoRao to your April 10. li'l lettar 
~rat~ tl\e ~t"ll eaJUll teat'"" 01 ehe I.Ue 
Pcnt~ ... dll hlUriC&Ile p,."'Ot.Ht.icA proj~t. 

~ ha_ C<U<lI.fully CCSUl1.4er~ l:41l1 o01ltereru::e rQpor~ 
l~ &ad bel1_ 1M cilo not have _t.llori ty to deviate. 
from tho &Oat econea~C&l plan for AQrrioaaa protection 
t:.h.lat:. &>ea not hinder a:i&t~ locu draiilla9lll mer prlllCl.1I4e 
fu:tu.rll ~tII to 1 __ 1 draiPlave. tile bali ..... tlut.t. 
ra.1ai'Aq t.be l.ve •• a.1C!)IJ tbll Orlean. AYlUUle and Lo~ 
AveftQe ont!a11 oanals would reqQire epogitic aonir •• ai~al 
wtborJ.,at.itm. 'l'he Clost 'IOIll4 iaerM •• trclll US lUlliOll'" 
(tWO ~tt~~ly 94te4 .tru~tar •• ) to $105 Ril1ion (parallel 
protect.!.. os botn ¢ti)va) tor prcll:ect.i.oa to tbtt itaadard 
Proj.at ~rriCaQe level. 

~ ~r~ c~trmqting hi~~r l@~s at tne 17th S~~Gt 
O".!tiall c~-al b~&~~e ~....ar&llel p!'~t$Ct.10',~ .$~te ~t!t th..w. 
~~~ ~B n ~ttGrfl~' ~&t~ btruet~r@ &nd ~~~~ t~~ l@v®~ 
~rd ~~efe~re~ t~~t elt~r~ativ@. 

We have been d~uI1911i~ t!:e burriC5llii prot_Uon 
feature. et tAo ~tt&ll ¢&D41a .i~. 1'33. Tee OrlOASs 
Lane Boer<! 444 ~1I. lIIov Ol'leMli sewer..,. aD4 Rat.er 8Oar-d 
t.oolt parI: in the tietllliltlld stadies t.Dllt. wlai.nllte4 111l t.Mr 
tmrrw..t f:.-ost:al prota>cn:i= pllllElell /lit l:.m Orlemn., .!\.vellllue ill,ru1 
~~ A~2~~ on~f~ll canal~. ~ ~ler~ p~i6e fOr ~rnto
","'tic. \l!at~ struo:tlolr<!lO: (!:l'1lttterfly 9"t:~) near thiii l&)t", ""d 
of tn<\!: 01i1tfall olU>allll. 'fhills@ ~tnllc:tur.,a will providoa the 
r~~ir~d ~rriO:&ne prG~~tl~ ~il$ ~either hin4erin~ 
eniGti~ &rai2~~~ mor pr¢~lu4inq f~t~~ ~~~ts to 
loo:al &r-rl!.i~C!9Eh ~ t;iaEi 6t.ar-t tM ~6ii1iVl"i Lilod aon&t.-~ctioIA 
i~l*t.;ttlZ:1T ud .s.t ~g;:e:.e!ltt,!ietlly l*fES e-ost than raitlli~9" 
a~Q t..rm?rc~im;.g e.he l(:!~ee ~r'"~ fl~llJ3 slc-:4~ both sideG 
",E ti"..e ~="'ls. 
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The PWilplll feodinq tha Orlean. A1NJl\ue and: London Aven_ 
outfall ganal. oannet new or in the for •••• abl. future 
p~ a9aiast the de.ign hurriQ&A. lake laval without 
allovini tloodlll9' within the prot"tM ar •• liven if the 
leve.. are rai •• d. we r.ali.. that if local inter.eta 
improve drainafe to pump &9ainat the design hurrioane lake 
lavel, they will have to rai •• eho levees on the outfall 
oanals. Without. shan9t in project authoriaatiana v. 
gannot ahar. in their oo.t b.yond the coat Qf tae meat 
_oaioal hurrio4llle protection plan. 

The Orlean. Lave. Board ia prooeadin9 with d •• ign for 
parallel prot.ation on the Orleens ~tfall Canal. ~e 
Corp. of mnqineera ia praparad to ahare in tbe oon
.traQti~ coot. up to the cost of frontal protection. 
Sooauoe of the qurreQt !=paa.a, no ~rk ia baing dona on 
the Lon4on Avenue ~tf&ll Canal. 

Mr. Staven O. M9do, Pre.ident of the Board of 
Commi •• ioner. of the Orleana Levae Oietr!at, met vith 
Mr. Fred sayley, the interi=Lowar Milfiis.ippi VAlley 
DiviSion Bngioe.r, on JanUAry 31, 19j1 on this matter. 
Shortly thera.ftor, Mr. a&yley advi .. d Mr. Ma40 that nev 
leqielation i. required to iAalude the mere expensive 
parallel proteation .a part of the LaAa ~ntchartrain 
project. 

Copy l?urnie""'al 

~. Bt~ven O. ~Ado 

Riohar4 V. GQrski 
Colonel, u. s. ArJJ:ty 
~i.triot Bn~ineer 

?,~sideat, ~oard ~f C~mis§ion@rs 
Orl$&n~ Leves DiGtrict 
N~ Orlee.nm LcJt;;:froat Airport 
SuitG 202, ~~inietration 8uilding 
N~w Orl®~ns, Louisiana 70126 
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dJOallPh SU'llivan 
General Superint.ndaAt of the 

Hev Orle4Aa Severaqa and Water Board 
415 St. Jeeeph Str.et 
Room 311 
Raw Orla4Aa, LoQiaiana 70165 

5/09/91 - cc: Rudy St. Germain - w/attaclnnents 
L. G. Bociet - w/attachments ~ 
jim Parker - w/attachments .r;;, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
H!f.'lIIt o;r....v..~ CIS'!'RlCT. ~ 0:' E..s.;G:N~ 

P.e. eel( :eo~ 
N~~ ~ 7C'..iJ.O-O~!!57 

May 9, 1991 

Project Management Office 

Mr. Steven O. Medo, Jr. 
President of the Board of Commissioners 
of the Orleans Levee District 
Suite 202 - Administration Building 
New Orleans Lakefront Airport 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70126 

Dear Mr. Medo: 

I received your March 22, 1991 letter concerning the Lake 
Pontchartrain hurricane protection at the Orleans Avenue and 
London Avenue outfall canals. 

My position is unchanged. I believe the most economical plan 
to proovide hurricane protection under the present I?roject 
authorization, without hindering local drainage and allowing 
future drainage improvements is the butterfly gated structures 
near tOhe lake end of the canals. I am satisfied that the 
technical and environmental aspects of their design, construction 
and operation have been covered sufficiently. New legislation is 
required to include the more expensive parallel I?rotection as 
I?art of the Lake Pontchartrain project. 

1-Je are currently able to cooperate with you in the 
construction of the parallel protection up to the Federal cost of 
the butterfly gated structures. We are now coordinating closely 
with your design engineers on the design and preparation of plans 
and specifications for a portion of the parallel protecotion on 
the Orleans Outfall Canal .. We are willing to let and construct 
this portion of the Orleans Outfall Canal parallel protection 
with Federal project funds as its estimated construction cost 
does not exceed our estimated cost of the butterfly gated 
structures. However, before we can do so, we need your assurance 
that your Board will complete the parallel protection at the 
Orleans Outfall Canal in a timely manner and bear all cost above 
the cost 0£ the butterfly gated structures. I understand that 
this arrangement would be modified to suit any future pertinent 
legislation. 
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W.::. require your assurance -::'0 c,ompl.ete the par.3.11el ;;n:'otection· 
on the orleans Out.fall Ca.nal bv Gctobe:r 1; 1991, when ~.ie are 
scheduled to prepare the advanced notice to bidders fo~ our 
portion. 

CF: 

chard V. Gorski 
olonel, U.S. Army 

District Engineer 

Commissioner John J. Ross 
Commissioner Jerome P. Dickhous 
Commissioner Robert S. Maloney 
Commissioner Robert C. Ramelli 
Commissioner James E. Smith, Jr. 
Commissioner Janet Phillpott Vincent 

~Mr. Joseph Sullivan 
General Superintendent of the 
New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board 
Room 311 
625 St. Joseph Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70165 
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Page I 

An Act making appropriations for energy and water development for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1992, 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the following sums are appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
fiscal year ending September 30,1992, for energy and water development, and for other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE--CIVIL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS--CIVIL 

The following appropnatlOns shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Anny and the 
supervision of the Chief of Engineers for authorized civil functions of the Department of the Anny pertaining to 
rivers and harbors, flood control, beach erosion, and related purposes. 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS 
For expenses necessary for the collection and study of basic infonnation pertaining to river and harbor, flood 
control, shore protection, and related projects, restudy of authorized projects, miscellaneous investigations, and 
when authorized by laws, surveys and detailed studies and plans and specifications of projects prior to 
construction, SI94,427,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That with funds appropriated herein, 
the Secretary of the Anny, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is directed to undertake the following items under 
General Investigations in fiscal year 1992 in the amounts specified: 

Red River Waterway, Index, Arkansas, to Denison Dam, Texas, S500,000; 

Casino Beach, Illinois, S375,000; 
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costs: Provided further, That the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, shall include as 
project costs in accordance with the Post Authorization Change Report, dated April 1989, as revised in January 
1990, the costs for aesthetics for the Brush Creek, Kansas City, Missouri, project, which shaH be shared with 
non-Federal interests under the provisions of section 103(a) of Public Law 99-662: Provided further, That with 
funds heretofore, herein or bereafter appropriated, the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of 
Engineers, is directed to award continuing contracts until construction is complete in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of Public Law JOl-101 for the O'Hare Reservoir, minois, and Wallisville Lake, Texas, projects: 
Provided further, That with funds appropriated herein and hereafter for the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinty, 
Louisiana Hurricane Protection project, the Secretary of the Army is authorized and directed to provide parallel 
hurricane protection along the entire lengths of the Orleans Avenue and London Avenue Outfall Canals by raising 
levees and improving flood protection works along and paraHel to the entire lengths of the outfall canals and other 
pertinent work necessary to complete an entire parallel protection system, to be cost shared as an authorized project 
feature, the Federal cost participation in which shall be 70 percent of the total cost of the entire parallel protection 
system, and the local cost participation in which shall be 30 percent of the total cost of such entire parallel 
protection system: Provided further, That the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is 
directed to construct project modifications for improvement of the environment, as part of the Anacostia River 
Flood Control and Navigation project, District of Columbia and Maryland, within *515 Prince Georges County, 
Maryland, using $700,000 of the funds appropriated herein, under the authority of section 1135 of Public Law 
99-662, as amended: Provided further, That SIOO,OOO of the funds appropriated herein shall be made available to 
the Town of Krotz Springs, Louisiana, for restoration and improvement of Bayou Latanier: Provided further, That 
with $2,500,000 appropriated herein, the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is directed 
to proceed with construction of the Fort Yates Bridge, North Dakota and South Dakota, project using continuing 
construction contracts: Provided further, That using S600,000 of the funds appropriated herein, the Secretary of 
the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is directed to use continuing contracts to construct hurricane and 
storm protection measures for Folly Beach, South Carolina, in accordance with the Charleston District Engineer's 
Post Authorization Change Report dated May 1991: Provided further, That the Secretary of the Army is 
authorized and directed to provide SIOO,OOO from funds herein appropriated to reimburse the Town of Grand Isle, 
Louisiana, for interim emergency measures constructed by the Town: Provided further, That within available 
funds, the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is directed to study, design, and construct 
streambank protection measures along the bank of the Tennessee River adjacent to the Sequoyah Hills Park in the 
City of Knoxville, Tennessee, under the authority of section 14 of Public Law 79-526: Provided further, That the 
April 1977 contract for Recreational Development at Stonewall Jackson Lake, West Virginia, is amended to 
include such elements as proposed by the State on March 28, 1990, except a golf course; and, in addition, 
SI23,681,000, to remain available until expended, is hereby appropriated for construction of the Red River 
Waterway, Mississippi River to Shreveport, Louisiana, project, and the Secretary of the Army is directed to 
complete Ule actions necessary to award continuing contracts, which are not to be considered fully funded, and to 
award such contracts for the second phase construction for Locks and Dams 4 and 5 during the first quarter of 
fiscal year 1992; to continue construction of the McDade, Moss, Elm Grove, and Cecile Revetments in Pool 5 
which were previously directed to be initiated in fiscal year 1991; to award continuing contracts in fiscal year 
1992 for construction of the following features of the Red River Waterway Pool 4 and 5 which are not to be 
considered fully funded: Caroll Capout, Cupples Capout, Sunny Point Revetment and Dikes, Curtis Revetment, 
and Eagle Bend Revetment; and to continue land acquisition in the vicinity of Stumpy Lake/Swan LakelLoggy 
Bayou Wildlife Management area to insure acquisition of manageable units and to develop such lands to maximize 
benefits for mitigation of fish and wildlife losses; and to initiate planning and acquisition of mitigation lands in the 
Bayou Bodcau area for the mitigation of fish and wildlife losses all as authorized by laws: Provided further, That 
with $5,000,000 of the funds appropriated herein, the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of 
Engineers, is directed to undertake emergency construction of aspects of the Bethel, Alaska Bank Stabilization 
Project as authorized by Public Law 99-662 including but not limited to, toe protection at the petroleum dock and 
tank farm, steel whaler installation on pipe piles, toe protection from the West end of First Avenue to the city dock, 
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