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C~GE IN NAME or NATIONAL VERTICAL CONTROL NET 

1. Purpose . The purpose of this letter II to inform Corps of Engineer' 
per lonnel of the change in nomenclature of vertical datum used on 
topographic maps. 

2. Appl1cabi lity. 
having Civil ~orks 
Within the United 

3. Referencea. 

This ETL is spplicable to all field operating agenciea 
and/or Military Constr uction responsibilities located 

States . 

a. Federal Regiater , V. 38, No. 94, Hay 16, 1973, page 12840 

b . Federal Register, V. 41, No. 96, Hay 17, 1976, page 20202 

4. Discussion. Elevations of marked point. (benchmarks) in the National 
Vertical Control Net are baaed on the "Sea Level Datum of 1929." Since 
this datum was derived from the overall sverage aea leve l of 26 tide 
s t ationa, the official elevation of any particulsr one of these tide 
stations does not necessarily reflect the actual local "mean sea level." 
To ovoid ~he imp l ication that vertical control datum elevation, are 
referenced to a condition which may vary from one location to another , 
the Nltional Ocean Survey has rede. i gnated the "Sea Level DatulII of 1929" 
aa the "National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929," reference par agraph 
3 .bove . 

S. Action. All new maps, revision, or documents whose elevations are 
those of the National Vertical Control Net will ~ke reference to 
"National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929" rather than "Sea Level 
DatulA of 1929." 
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