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Febr6ary lSr 1976 

Maj. Gen. Cbarles I. McGinnis 
Director pf Civil Works 
Offj.ce Qf the Chief of Engineers 
Washington, D.C. 20314 

Dear General McGinnis: 

In our rec:urring meetings Clea1in9 with ~hecl.u:re'~ statu.s , 
of the Lake Ponchartrain Hurricane protection:Pl'an.anqthe pro
jected repairs to the industrial Canal Loek iJl()r~e.an4'~arish,it, 
has beCOme! plain to:m.e that despite the ov~X'1tIl:t~lJnin911~~Q for 
prompt r_solutions to these complex problemsl·$~alJ.r~i:t?l.utions 
lIlay not be forthcoming for several years. '!tnt!Coz;ps It....stima .... 
ted that completion of the studies to resurrect 1:heHi(rrj,ci:\ne 
Protection sY$tem around Lake Pontchartrain m~ytake Q,.'t:Wtl~l'l two 
and four year$. They have further estimatedtllateornp:l.;d:~i~ <of 
the project at the Industrial Canal Look oann()tbeacn~~V:ed>bef~re 
1988~ 

":-'r.~,~~' 

Accorqingly, I wish to go on record Ct,S h.vj,ngpfd~~~*,ea .~tllie 'I~: 
inordinate delays, and to urge you and the C():t:p$tO>PP;0i~'\(@nthi,:nqi.f~~' 
humanly possible. to speeduptheintervaJ..s reqP:i,r1!~~£Ri;·;,*-q4Y.. . . ,t~(!· 
design, and construction of these most i..mpott;an-t·prQje~t ... :/· ,.' ".> - . ,- '.. . ,-.",.':-.: -.. ' -fr~?-<-:·-- -'. -,' 

Th9usands of human 1 ives . are . dependent up~n 'P#-S1IIP)(~.:p~~e1:+o~'0"f 
qf an'·' efficient Hurricane ProtectiQn systE!m..lth·i!~~.·J'J"'E$~P.i.s,~""" 
tr.i.ct c~urt has .held that studies leading up f;Qtli~a<:9~e~,p~e.t)~· .. ; .. \.~ 
present plans were insufficient, I .have no ao\llit.t;ljat:Q.~·$:t1,Jdj.~:fSy·i;l:J =.; ~~ ~!i";:~d~sn!r ti!:~~9::~u~ade~y ~~~r:~;I1#.:io~~~f~~ji ......... ~.·.l •....•. ;.~.t.f.,.;:'.! .•..•. :._ •..•. 

EngineeJ:"s ;is prep~redto accept 1:hat task. For e~_pl!'r~~J'tlild..;.. .... •. 
viru!td that an Envi,rOnmenta). Impact StatelBent (E.r .. s .. JW~~:r::ec~n~lY;.j~J~ 
completed for the Oil Storage Salt Pome AppliQilticm~Y<""~·piJ;'iva.~e:·.'·~3 
or9ani~ation II Science Applications ~ Inc., inlre.lifS ·tha:n.ix~Q~~!5.~:,.~c 
If thi$ be true, I find it hard to understand why ~ E~l .. ~~pJ:'~1""<· 
pared by the Corps could take t.wotofouryea~j;.. \.;i . < "'.>" 
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Maj. Gen. Charles I. McGinnis - 2 - FElbruary 1S, 1978 

The economic development. of the entire New Orleans area ~; 
is dependent upon an efficient port system which in turn demanqs Fj 
a prompt resolution of environment.al and design pr:oblems relat~d 
to the widening of the industrial canal locks. This project is 
of utmost importance to·our area, and I.urqe you to accelerate· 
the disposition of this matter a$ quickly asposs1ble. 

I am sure that I sp~pk for the ent;i:r~Lo.uisi.ula De1eqatiQIl 
when I say that we shall all be more th~n plea$edto do whatev~r 
is necessary· to assist you in arriving .at prompt qnd thorough 
conclusions with respect to both of theSEt project ... 

Thankin9 you, and with kindest. perso~_al regards, I remain 

RLL:m 

Sinc~~. ~ 
~kL.LX~TON 
Member of Cony ss 

co: !4aj .. Gen.R. C. Mal::sball - Vicksburg, Mi$s .. 
Colonel Early J .. R\;lsh~ III - New OrleaQs, La. 
Mr.(;uy LeMieux - L~ke Front Airport, New Orleans. La. 
The Bon. Ernest N.·.f4orial - Mayor-E1Elct,New,orleans, La. 
Mr .. Roy H. GOnzalez.;.. St .. Bernard Pari.sh,Police Jury 
Senator Russell B~ Long 
Senator J. Bennett Johnston, Jr .. 
The Hon. Corrine C.Bo99S 
The Hon. John B. Breaux 
The Hon .. Thomas J. Huckaby 
The Bon. Gillis W. Lpng 
The Hon. W. Henson Moore 
The Hon. Davie c. Tre~n 
TJle Hon. Joe D. Wa990nner, Jr. 


