
IN PLY REFER TO 
LMtmD-OO 

Honorable Robert L. L1 vin<]Ston 
House oE Representatives 
Wuhington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Li vin9'ston: 

27 January 1978 

At ~le 5 January 1978 hearin conducted by the ouse Subcommittee 
on Water Resources relative to the Lake PontchArtrain, touisiana 
a~ Vicinity Hurricane Protection pxoject, you rained question 
as to whether we had not favored in construotion uninhabl ted reas 
aa oppo ed to construction in more cr! tical inhabited areas. 
In particular I the work in New Orleans East waa sinqled out as 
in~cativo oE a construction sequence which sought to advance work on 
levees surrounding uninhabited u as at the expense of old d volopod 
areaa. Since the implications inherent in that qu Btion are on the 
on hand so invidious,. and on th other hand 0 un" rranted, I feel 
that a detailed response must be de. In this response it will be 
well to deal with the project on the basis of ita two independent 
elements I namely I the Chalmette Area Plan and the Lake Pontcbartrain 
Barrier Ian. 

The plan or protection for Chalmette conaisa of a continuous 
pxoteetion loop which is sell contained and independ nt of the barrier 
plan. The protection loop ncircles po1)ulab!Ki area. as we 1 as 
uninhabited Jll&X'tilhland, and though in some eases the levess U'EI locat. d 
a considerable distance trom tho population centers, the levees do 
constitute the project protection tor tho • areas. Basically, the 
desirable construotion sequence in Chalmett:.Q would he to raise all 
the levees uniEorm1y. However, in liqht of severo flood in experiencod 
wi th Hurricane Betsy in tho area east of the Inner Harbor ltaviqation 
Channel (lHNC) and south ot Florida A~nue, the first two construction 
contracts in the Chalnette loop were awarded in 1966 by the Orleans 
Levee Board for floodwall construotion tram the IHNC lock to the back 
levee at Florida Avenue. 'the third contract waS awar-ded in 1966 by 
the Louisiana Department of Public Works for a first stage lovee frotl'l 
Caem&rVOn to Verret, tioing in with the back leve at Verret. This 
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centr ct waa likew1s ins ired by the flooding' in tout area from 
urricane Betsy. Subsequent construction by both the US my Corps 

ot Enqin_ ... u:' d local interGsts "been directed specifically at 
the areas of greatest I liGited on! h' eert in constraints such 

rcquir d t interv 1 twe levee lifts, availability of 
rights-ot-w y.an borrow eas, and desiqn 1 xities. 

With pacific ratere.ne. to 1 ew orlean Eut, project construction 
done around uninhabited areas must be considered in the context of 
the total barri r plan. As you know, the bUTier 1'1 portion of 
the project eons1su ot all reject works exclusive of th Ch tte 
Area Plan. In qeneral, at the t of project authoriv.ation (1 5) f 

th inhabited portion of the trorolitan area wer loe ted west: of 
& lin :runnin<;r lonC] th Maxent Canal lev 0 and Paris as shown 
on the a.ttached t3Ap (1nclorJur 1). Inclosure 2 i 811 construction 
history, both AS to unds and n r8 ot contract9, tor the ar 
ast and we t of t at lin. It will he observed t.~t throuqh 1970, 

35 contracts with an ggrega,'t value of 30.5 llion (all contr ct 
coste quoted herein and in table 1 have on escalated to January 1978 
price level$ 80 as to hav c 5e tor courparison) had h4Kln 
award d wat of th line, vh!l 2 contract wl1:1 a:n It <]r8(Jate valu of 
0.5 million had been awarded e 9t of the lin. So ffectivo w ,. t."ti. 

almost pr UVG reoccuJ? tiOD with areas in t e greatest need, that 
in 1969, when Hunic "c ille roduced eta in the Ie within 
6 inch of those th t re ulted in satv floodin (inclosure 3) and 
substantial los of life in your COngressional t.1istrict, virtually no 
floodirtg QCCUrrod. 

inc 1970, the focus of ctivity tdth re :>ect to tunds has tended to 
hif't astvard, reneot! the f'ollorinq: the hi h qree of succus 

achieved by 1 70 in protectinq crt tic 1 are 1 the to cbs rYe the 
restrictions of lilt construction, C]reater ~esi9Il leJ(!ties 1n 
diflic:ul.t are a such as the P'lorid Avenue C lu I 1 tticul ti • of 
ri(Jbts-of ..... y acqulaitiotl; very Ulportantly, the fact. that the 
New Orleans E t lake front l.vee could be constructed in • ainqle lift. 
(Inclosure 4 provides a detAiled ehronol.Ol]ical • ry of construction 
and inclosure 5 shows the location ot aach contract listed on inclosure 4.) 

~o SOlDO extent, the isolation ot 1 e work in the lev Orloan. J:aat. aI'(!8 

U protecting only uninhabited areaa 1. male ding'. '1'ba fact is that 
the$ le a reduce the threat to the 00 called 1Otin.~ftbitod" ar s to the 
'Weat nry aub:Jtantially. As an oxampl., let fl. consider what happened 
in 1964 with th 118sa,ge of Hurricane Hilda:. At that time, th only 
lakelront protection in OX-l4atlS Parish. at of the IW.JC was afforded. 

tho So-.1tbern Railway embankment. In a f'r aklsh turn of events, Hilda 
joined with advancing cold front to produce northwesterly winds ot 

2 



.... """u:.u.-DD 
Honorab1 

Mr . Guizeri x/jg/ 445 
27 January 1918 

o rt r.. Li vinq ton 

st. 

Submitt d 49 part 0 th info~~tion 

resentation at the hoax-in v s a r j t M ,) 

r ntaqe of C letiol'l Throu • August 1971. Unfortuna 
rcentages shown on thep have a ar t1 er at 

ra<]ardinq construetion priorities on til roject. 
r resent a jud<lmenta1 blend of proj4Ct lea ex 
protection chieved in the v rlous proj ct r e 
th Or1 ana lakef~ont fr t . e J fferson arish 

p shows 10 to 20 rcent. c lete. Th 1 
of xp nslv f100dwall con tructio 

d 

ct 

are. of th Or OImS ina, Pontchcrtrain ch t Par , and 
abrook. It 1 a1 () reflecti'V' of proj ct construotio ad on 

the thr drain qe outfall c 1s. ver, it • not refl ct 
en flood all rees are not crit cally d fici nt d that extensi e 
interim pr t ction has eon install d on th out! 1 canals by 

t 

th l:vee boal\1. LU: i , th to 50 rcent h (in th not.") 
for th citrus lak.front r tl cts & tl ~a1l r eh required t th 

v orleans Airport, but does not r fl et tIl t this area a 
success full sandbaqqed in th a t. In , my noint 1 d 

JOHNSON 
that tl percentages do not i11u tr te t full pictur it us 

lyze and 'V'alu t at COl'lBtruction priorities. 
to LMNED-DD 

e t regoinq will prov us luI to you. 
help in this or yother tter I please let 

If I can be of 
know. 

5 Incl 
1. P-lap ehowin<j line ot 

emarcation in NO Eut 
2. Bri t s axy of b rrier 

plan construction 
3. llhotoqrap ot 1965 

rlood1nt;J 
4. ChronolCYJic 1 listing of 

project construction 
5. ap locatin construction 

contracts 

See page 4 for copy furnished. 

Since 1y yours, 

at.. J. RUSH III 
Colonel, cs 
District Ent;1in IJ!r 
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