
Mr. Greq J. Lanna., Jr., Chairman 
Hurricane Protection ConIdttee 
Reqional Planning CoaInission 
Ma8On1c Temple Buildinq 
Suite 900 
333 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

Dear Mr. Lanne. t 

l October 1975 

This is in r89ud to yoU):' letter of 23 September 1975 which requested 
information relative to the hUX'X'icanc protect.ton levee bein9 
constructed within St. Bernard Parhh. 'J.'his l~vae is part of the 
Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity hurricane protection project. 

In answer to the three questions posed in your letter, the follow1n9 
information is forwarded, 

a. Public Law 298, 89th Oonqres8,. 1st Bessien, approved 
27 Oct:ober 1965, authorized the total Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana and 
Vicinity hurricane protection project. As you know, the Chalmett.e 
unit is a. part of this hurricane prot ction project. On. provision of 
the law *Pf'clfies that the local .saurin<J ageney lnnst providG all 
lands, easenentp, and rif]hts-of-way, includinCj borrow and disposal 
areas, necesaary for the construction of the project. ~ Goverment 
cannot _ •• \IDe any of tho responsibilities which are .ssigned by law 
to the local •• aurintj AC}ency. 

h. '1"he GovernlleDt and the usurinq agency, to the best of my 
knowledge, fully intends to COlIplet:.e the subject "roject. 

c. My office is now oonductInq a study to determine feaaible 
alternatives in reqard to the borrow pit prob1el!\s ., AN now 
encountering. We feel confident that suitable alternatives will be 
developed in the near future .. 

~ ' 



Mr. Hart/ka/436 

LMHEO-DL 3 Oct:ober 1975 
Mr. Greq J. Laniles, Jr., Chairman 

If I can he of further assistance in chis utter, plea.e advise. 

Sincerely yours, 

EARLY J. RUSH 
Colonel, CE 
District Engineer 
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September 23, 1975 

Colonel Early J. Rush, III 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P. O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70180 

Dear Colonel Rush: 

REGIONAL 
PLANNING 

COMMISSION 
JEFFERSON • ORLEANS 

ST. BERNARD' ST. TAMMANY 
PARISHES 

Reference i s made to the September 16th public 
meeting of the Lake Borgne Basin Levee District~ Violet, 
Louisiana, concerning the construction of a St. Bernard 
hurricane protection levee. 

The Times-Pi'cayune for September 17th (sec. 3, 
p. 19) stated of thi s meeting: flU. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers representatives said the barrier pit must be 
included in the rights-of-way for the levee project." 
Furthermore, "When Corps representatives .said they could 
not provide for the barrow pit, Gilbert Andry, legal coun
sel for th~ board ... said the Corps, 'with all the resources 
of the federal government, should be able to come up with a 
solution ... what we (the board) can't do is come up with a 
bunch of money.'" "Corps representatives said they would 
check into the possibility of contracting for the materials 
or using clay and mud from the batture." 

Kindly advise this committee as to the current 
status of construction of the St. Bernard hurricane pro
tection levee: (1) If the Levee District cannot fund a 
barrow pit, will the Corps assume this cost? (2) If 
neither the Levee District nor the ' Corps will assume the 
cost of a barrow pit, what is the current and/or future 
possibility of the construction of this St. Bernard hurri
cane protection levee? (3) Can the Corps (with its re
sources) come up with a suitable solution (or alternative) 
to this problem? 

An answer at your earliest convenience will be 
appreciated. 

BY: 

Sincerely, 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

GREG J. LANNES, JR. 
CHAIRMAN 
HURRICANE PROTECTION COMMITTEE 

EMILE . GEX,IJ~ 
SENIOR PLANNER 

GJLJr/EJGJr/fts 
An Equal Opportunity Employer enc10 sure 

(504) 523·1432 
SUITE 900 

MASONIC TEMPLE BUILDING 
333 ST. CHARLES AVENUE 

NEW ORLEANS· LOUISIANA 70130 



Th e Lcke Borgne.Basin 
LevEX BCI 2.Td is now faced with 
fjtl~:L:-:2 o:,H: m:l!:un yards of 
high ;?_1 '~ ior 2 Larrow pit. for 
CI1:1s:;--;,::;O!1 (If l!:e St, Bernard 
hurr!ca:i~ c:-(}tection levee.-

D c::':':'?' ~he regUlar board 
n.l(~e~i:-:~I.l.:~~da? U.S. Army 
Co:-ps 0; t.:"!gtike;-s represenia
t:n's S~"G ::'e barrow pit must 
be ir:cl..;dec in the rigbts-{}f
way for t:-:e ~e\'ee project. 

R;;YrTH)):d INUJ hof:, board 
presi dt::~. [,))0 t,>,c corns menl
r.>e;-s th2 ~ e·::X L'Oard dcr2's not 
have t:.e :TIor.-:y to pu r('ha~t; 
the !2:-.d ;'0: tile pi is as is now 
requ:reG ':J\' i2W . • 

\\ne:1 cOrps re}r;esenta~h'es 
~ 3.id ~:;ey cc"Jid not pr(l\,.-ide for 
the b~,o;;; pit . Gilbert,And:'y. 
Jega] Cc'L.'TlSel for the board 
from :nE' c.j:~r!ct attorney's of
fice, 5'c.:d ~he co;-ps,"with oli 
the , esc;u,ces Gf the feder:,l1 
g(i\'E'~-:1~:1~. !'nould be abJe (0 

( 0:11€ \;'i:h a 801l.!tioil , 
i " If we do:!.', have something, I th e ;:;;J!c:::, s~o;:s , Hu t if ui(; 
., cc,!pS G(\.Go...3l"i 't 1:a\'e sornethin[1r 

it gees c;; as \.!suaJ ," Andry 

\ 
said, 

'. "\~' e h2,'e to explore e~'erv 
) re2.sc,-~~.j -c cDC unre2.son2bl~ 
i 21t,"r.;a ~ !,'e beca usf we {the 
\ bo,,~G I c;;::'i have the money," 
I hes2 iJ, 
\ , . VI' e \;'at fo do e\'erythi:lg 
\ we c;:;-, c:; w hflp but one 
\ thi n ,~-2.::d ",-het we can't d\l is 

CO!TIe ,.~ wi ~h a bunch of 

Inonev." 
, Corps represei:t3GVf;5 said 
they would check in:o ti.1e' 
possibi!it-y of contrC1c~lDg f Q l' 

thp ;r.?teri21s or 1.1 sin,>: clay <' .... '1d 
, mud ~r();n the batture. 
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