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DEPARTMENT OF Tl-H: ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. O. BOX 60267 

lli1 RIIPLY RBnR TO 
LJe(WD-WII 

NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70160 

Rooorabla Rualla,ll B. Lonq 
orUted Stat .. Senate 
W .. hin9ton, DC 10510 

Dear Slana tor LoPl\lI 

19 HArch 1973 

Thh 18 in reply t.o your lettar dat.ed 13 !'..arch 1973 relativ. to 

Lmliaiena Stat. Ii.nator Qaorqa T. Oubre'a inquiry ooncerninq th .. 
st.. Charl_ Parish laXetroDt l.vae t.atur. ot th .. Lake pontchartrain, 
Louiaiana and Viainity, hurrioana protection proj.ct. 

Tha K.., Or 1.1UlII Dis triat. ia in the proces •• )f compl.ting the HnAl 
enY1~ntal II1P&at. atat_at OO'nIrinq the entire Lake Pont.chart.rain 
Inu:rlC&JM prote<rt.ion proj.ot. 1n aoaordanaa .,i th the National Environ­
_ntal Policy Act. ot 1969. In evaluatiaq dau pr.lI.nt.ed in the • t.ate­
_nt, I _ required to r.Y1_ all featurea ot the projftCt In th .. light 
of all known .nqineerinq, eeoncaic. social, and environmental tactor. 
and to malt. r.~n4at.i.,.. OOJlClerninq aotiona to be taken whlch .,111 
~t. •• rre the toUl pabUa Inar.at. . 

In U'f r .. ",l_ of the total. project, I concluded that the St. Char1 .. 
1 .... portion appears to ~albly ha",e more adverse en'Fironmental 
iJapacu than can b. r ... ooely jlll8tified by otfsetting flood prot.ection 
b.A8fita. Thex.tore, I plea to initiat.. a complete r •• .,al_tion of 
tbu project f.atux-a to iaGlwSa additional detailed '\nvironmant.e1 
at.udi_ deai9ned to ~ th~o*iJhly e",aluate the natural valuea &aso­
a1a~ wi tta the St. Charl .. l.v... Th. Pontahartrain Lev •• Diatrict. 
tta. It. Charl_ Pa.riab PoUoe Jv.ry, and the Louh iana Oepart:JMnt ot 
PlIbl10 Worlta .,era ao Infcnwa •• JIUl~ary 1913. The r •• vllluation .tudy 
will b. ocq&Aiaed to plCOTi,&. a .... ry coapreharwi_ plan. for public 
parU.n.patiOll. Not nnUl OOIIpl.Uon ot thh 9tudy oa.n Il finAl r.CCCII­
.aAd&tion b. _de oonoemiDq the St. Charlell lev_ which will b.at 
aeJr'f"8 the toul public lnucwat. The study would b. oOlllpletad in 
abov.t 12 _thll. 

.: , 
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LHNEO-/rIP 19 t1arch 1973 

Honorable Ru..ell B. Lonq 

It should b. noted that if the afOretnention~(1 E.<tudy rp.su1u in a 
re<:ODlMndation to cons truct the St. ch=l.,s 16",ep , t.'l." i terns of local 
cooPeration for t.'H~ Ll'ke Pontchartrain project as !Opeci fed in th<'! 
authorizinq document ... ill re'1uire, in ,-art, .- ..• that rrior to con­
etruction of e=h ~eparahlfl indepE'~l'nt feature local interests turni!lh 
_surCloea satisfactory to the Secretary ot tilo Anay t.ltat they will, 
without cost to the t1r.lt ... d States: .•• l'rovlJ<, all interior drainaqe 
and PUIIlPinq pl:'lnts r~uir<,d for recld.mation and c\.-.veiopillent of thl! 
prot.cted areAl!:. '" -. InclUlion in t.'1e ;-roject of. interior rlraina<;e 
facilitie&, Rhould the leve .. be cor ... t~~, w'd't!TJt- be limited to 
provid6 e.sentially th .. same ,legree (Of cirain«';e 'U; existe<1 prior 
to levee cOMtructioll. 

It I CAll pruvide ~ou"ith any additional infon"ation conOl!rninq this 
IllAtter, please let ."'~ Y.1lClW. 

:;inCf'.roly your'!, 

!UOtARD L. HUtiT 

Colonel, \.." 
Distr1.ct. ;·nqineer 
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WASHINGTON. C.C. lDSIO 

March 22, 1973 

Honorable George T. Oubre 
State Senator 
9 Apple Street, P. O. Box 158 
Norco, Louisiana 70079 

Dear George: 

With further reference to your recent communication 
concerning the hurricane protection levee along Lake Pontchar­
train in St. Charles Parish, attached is copy of the detailed 
self-explanatory report furnished me by the New Orleans 
District Engineer, in response to my inquiry in your behalf. 

I hope that this report is helpful to you. Should you 
have further comments, after reading it, let me hear {rom 

you. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

~ 

: ' 

'.-::' ' .. ~. . : .. , .' ....... :::.~" .. 
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GEORGE T. OUBRE 
Norco, LA 

a_a T. au .... 
."IAM L. WILLI...wa 

114.""'" ......,. 
,.. o. eo. '107 

March 30, 1973 

.... TOM ftOiJe.. LA. 70_ • 1 
TCl...C1"'MOeI •• 

•• TOte ROUM 3"1 •• 1.01 

Senator Russell B. Long 
United States Senate 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Long: 

a.....- T, ""_ 
n.".,. fl .... 1 .... 1"" 

• AI'<'U. _ 

",0._1" 
_. LA. 700Ta 
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New O«LaAfIIe, •••• t Ge4 

[ have received your letter of March 22, 1973. and also the 
enclosed report of the Corps of Engineers as referred to in your letter. 

[ can only assume and certainly do hope that your reaction to 
the Corps report is the same as mine and everyone else whom 1 am send-
ing copies of your letter to. As far as I am concerned. and 1 know th.j.\-<,~!:, 
is the way the Police Jury and the Levee Board feels since they have ,"'; < .. 

already expressed themselves by resolutions; this is <t complete reversat-t!~~.'<: 
of previous Corps stand. The initial idea of a protection levee for St. . :-,-' 
Charles Parish was initiated by the Corps. since the time the original 
idea was initiated we have had as everyone knows two disastrous hur­
ricanes, Betsy and Camille. I am not an Engineer and certainly don't 
have the expertise of those eminently qualified professionals with the 
Corps. but [ wonder what would of happened to this entire area if 
either of those hurricanes had taken a more disastrous course, or if 
Betsy had just traveled at a slower rate of speed. We have already 
seen what could happen when we look at the Eastern part of New 
Orleans and that part of Chalmette and St. Bernard Parish that was 
inundated as a result of Betsy. 

Senator. this means a tremendous amount to this parish and 
this entire area: and we certainly hope that you do everything within 
your power to assist us in seeing that this parish is allowed to pros­
per as it desires to, 

GTO/jom 
cc: St. Charles Parish Police Jury 

Pontchartrain Levee Board 

Sincerely, 

Original Signed 

GEORGE T. OUBRE 
George T. Oubre 
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LMNDE-E 

Mr. Roy Aguillard. Director 
Loui:;lana Department of Public "lorks 
P. O. DOlt 44155. Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge. Louisiana 70804 

De~ Mr. AguiUard; 

R AUgU3t 1973 

We have been advised that Act 973 am~nding paragraph 32 of Section 1846 
of Title 56 of the Loubiana R~vi3ed Stalul,,~ of 1950. hU:I designated B'Lyou 
Trepagnier from Norco. Louisiana. to wher~ it joins Dayou LaBranche. 
a.nd Bayou L<d3ranche from its sourcE'l.to where it drains into Lake 
Pontchartrain. as instant.:meou:; natural and !lct:nic ri",;ers of the 
Louisiana Natural and Scenic Rivers System. Both bayous are located 
in St. Charles Parish. Louisiana. 

As you know. the St. Charks levee f~aturc of the Lake Pontchart.rain 
and Vidnity. Louisiana hurricane protection project. will. ii constructed 
as authorir:ed. completely bolate the bayo~{rom the lake. Section 1845 
of the Act states that channel r':!alint!ment of a de9ignat~d natural and 
scenic river is a prohibited ac Hon. Channel rcnlin"lll<_nt is defined 
in the Act as any means to shorten or n:route the natur:ll stream course. 
Inasmuch as Lho proposed bvc~ will intersect. or shorten. Bayou 
LaBranche nnd then rt~route natural stre:unflow through a channel land­
side of the It!vee, it .:tppenrs a r<!3.sonablc presumption that we cannot 
proceed on the levee project unless authorized to do 90 by the State under 
provisions of the Act. 

I am aware that the AdminiGtrator of the Louiglana Natural and Scenic 
Rivers System is the Wild Life ;:\nd Fisheries Commi3sion. However. 
in your position ail the Governor's designat~d rcpresentaUve for water 
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LlttNDE-E 8 August 1973 
Mr. Roy Aguillard 

resources devclopm·cnt. I feel it appropriate to rcqut!st a final 
coordinated State po:;ition on this matter, 

," 

Copy furnished: 
Louisiana Wild Life & Fisheries 
CommisSon 
400 Royal Street 
New Orleans. LA 70130 

Sincerely yours. 

RICHARD L, Ht;trr 
Colonel. CE 
District Engineer 
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STATE OF' LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF' PUBLIC WORKS 

P. O. BOX 44155. CAPITOL STATION 

BATON ROUGE, LA. 70804 

ROV ACUILl.AAO 
O."CC,"OIl 

:-Ir. J. Burton Angelle, Director 
State of Louisiana 

August 16, 1973 

Wild Life & Fisheries Conmri.ssion 
400 Royal Street 
New Orlefu.s, Louisiana 70130 

Dear Mr. Angelle: 

Act 973 amending paragraph 32 of Section 1846 of Title 56 of the 
Louisiana Revised .Statutes of 1950 has designated Bayou Trepagnier from 
Norco, Louisiana, to where it joins Bayou LaBranche, and Bayou LaBranche 
from its source to where it drains into Lake Pontchartrain, as instan­
taneous natural and scenic rivers of the Louisiana Natural and Scenic 
Rivers System. Both bayous are located in St. Charles Parish, Louisiana. 

Colonel Richard L. Hunt, District Engineer, Ne\o{ Orleans District, 
Corps of Engineers, in a letter dated August 8, 1973, a copy of \'ihich is 
attached, has requested us to advise him if the State of Louisiana wishes 
the St. Charles levee to be constructed in view of the passage of Act 973. 
The Corps of Engineers is presently preparing to make an environmental 
study of the project. 

The Department of Public Works has advocated the construction of 
the St. Olarles levee as a part of the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity 
plan. The Pontchartrain Levee District has already procured the right of 
way for the project at a cost of approximately $1,000,000. 

As administrators of the Natural and Scenic Rivers System, \,e are 
requesting your approval for the Corps of Engineers to proceed on the St. 
Charles levee project. An early reply as to the view and action to be 
taken by your Department will be appreciated. 

HB.\1:ean 

Attamtient 

Yours very truly, 

... ' 
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Wll.,.O 1.,.11'"£ ANO F"ISH£AIES COMM15910,.,. 

J. eURTON ANOELLE. 

NEW ORLEANS' 70130 

Mr. Roy Aguillard, Director 
State of Louisiana 
Department of Public Works 

August 27, 1973 

P. O. Box 44155, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

Dear Mr. Aguillard: 

EOWIN EOWA.RDS 

GOVE:;RNOR 

D.feARTMENT Or PUOllG WOili\S 
.earOJ:i RO!ll:lc.,1J.I.. -

This is in response to your letter of inquiry of August 16, 1973 
regarding levee construction in St. Charles Parish. 

It appears to us that Colonel Hunt, in his letter of August 8, 1973 
to you, was correct in his assessment of the legislative intent of the 
Natural and Scenic Streams Act. The action he describes is clearly 
prohibited by law and is stated in Act 398 of the 1970 Legislature Section 
1844 ". . . . No agency of the state government shall authorize or concur 
in plans of local or federal agencies that would detrimentally affect whether, 
directly or indirectly, a natural and scenic river .... " 

As we further understand the Act our responsibility is to administer it 
to provide the kind of protection described in the Act to the streams and 
segments of streams that are selected by the legislature for incluSion. 

We feel that the law is expressly clear on those actions which are absolutely 
prohibitzd on scenic streams and this agency has no choice but to abide by the law. 

JBA/ibm 

cc: Colonel Richanl L. Hunt 

Very truly yours, 

, (?~ '--=-= ~(~~ C--~'--cY-U.--~ 
.{i Burton Angelle 
Director 

I 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

P. O. BOX 4415:5. C ... PITOL ST ... TION 

BATON ROUGE. L .... 70804 

ROV AGUILLARQ 
01 III Il'C:TOfl 

Colonel Richard L. Hunt 
District Engineer 
Department of the Army 
New Orleans District, 

Corps of Engineers 
P. O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Dear Colonel Hunt: 

September 19, 1973 

70160 

Reference is made to your letter of August 8, 1973, requesting a coordinated 
state position on the construction of the St. Charles levee in view of the 
passage of Act 973 amending paragraph 32 of Section 1846 of Title 56 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

On August 16, 1973, we wrote to Mr. J. Burton Angelle, Director, Louisiana 
.Wild Life and Fisheries Commission, requesting his approval for the Corps of 
Engineers to proceed with the St. Charles levee project. A copy of this letter 
and his reply are enclosed. 

The position taken by Mr. Angelle, based on his authority under the Natural 
and Scenic Rivers Act, makes it impossible for us to give you a coordinated 
state position on the construction of the St. CharIes levee . 

We recognize the basic conflict between the Natural and Scenic Rivers Act and 
the authorized hurricane protection project occasioned by the recent additions 
to the Act of two streams in this area. We are, however, of\the opinion that 
this development Should not deter your completion of the envfronrnental impact 
study for this part of the project. It is imperative that the information be 
made available to St. Charles Parish, the Pontchartrain Levee Board, and the 
State of Louisiana in order that they can determine their needs in light of 
the present restrictions. Land use planning for this area of st. Charles 
Parish is dependent upon a clear understanding by all parties concerned. 

The Department of Public Works would be glad to participate in such a study. 

cfi
· c rely yours, ~ 

R?Y u~ 
D1re or 

HBM:ean 

Enclosures 

:: 
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Colonel Richard L. Hunt, 
District Engineer 
Department at the Arr:q 
Rew Orleana District 
Corps at EngineeH 
P.O. Box 60261 

September 19. 1973 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160 

Subject: UOOID-MP 

Dear Colonel Hunt: 

In a letter dated January 9. 1973 concerntng the st. Charle. 
Pariah lake front lev.e teature ot Lake Pontchartrain, I..auJA1a.na 
and Vicinity, hurricane proteetion project, you advi.ed that in 
your review ot the total project. you ooncluded that the st. 
Charles levee portion appears to po •• ibly have more adver.e 
environmental impacts than can be realonably jUltified by ott­
aetting flood protection benetit., and that a complete reevalua­
tton to include detailed environmental atudle. designed to more 
thoroughly evaluate the natur.al value. would be made, which was 
to be completed in twelve Montha. ' 

Since-. thi. projact was initiated in 1949 and numerous .tudie. 
and plane have been pre.ented by the Corp. of Engin.ers, we 
woul4 .p~rea1&t. you advI'ing the reason for the study and what 
further 1htoraatlon ot sngiuli!el'1ng, economic, locial and environ­
mental raoto,. are needed. We ahall also appreciate reoeiving 
a list ot the ~. at people who prot •• ted the eonatruetion of 
the Protection levoe. 

In action, during the current Louisiana session, a bill wa. 
passed making Bayous LaBranah and Trepagnier scenic waterway •• 
Will you please advise what eftect thie will have on the project. 
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Con'd Page 2 

Rising tide. in L.ake Pontehal"tra.in are causing concern among 
our residents and flooding haa again occurred in the eommunities 
of St. Roae, Destrehan and New Sarpy, proving the need for the 
erection of the protection levee on the East Bank. Flood waters 
are standing ln~ thi. could cause a health hazard. 

The Police Jury is expending large sums of money tor pump., 
land, sandbags, to aid the East Bank residents and thia.is ot 
major concern to U8 as fUnds are not aamilabl. tor th18 type, !,~ .. ,. 

::~:::: appreciate any assistance you might render in thiS<:··r~~:i~~: 
respect. 

We shall appreciate an early reply. 

irs/jal 

Yours truly, 

INEZ R. SCHILLACI 
SECRETARY 

.:. . , .... 
...... 

'j",' .• , 
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DEPARTMENT OF n~E ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEER~ I!. C p; I -l "t r 

P. O. BOX 60267 ___ . __ --

NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70160 

IN REPLY REFER TO 
LMNPL-F 

Mrs. Inez R. Schillaci 
St. Charles Parish Police Jury 
P. O. Box 302 
Hahnville, Louisiana 70057 

Dear Mrs. Schillaci: 

This is in response to your letter of 19 September 1973 concerning 
the St. Charles Parish levee feature of the Lake Pontchartrain, 
Louisiana, and Vicinity project. 

As you properly observe, the levee has been under consideration '. 
for an extended period of time, some 17 years since survey investi­
gations were initiated, and 8 years since Congress authorized Federal 
construction of the levee in October 19Ji5 __ -Duringtilispedoa; and 

"in-particular since project author:i.~-;;:tion, there has been an increasing 
public awareness of environmental considerations in discussions relating 
to public policy. In this climate of increasing awareness, questions 
have been raised concerning the implications, to the public interest, 
of constructing the levee and thus committing the wetland ecosystem in 
east bank St. Charles Parish to ultimate development and intensive use. 
In an attempt to resolve such questions, we undertook, last December, 
studies designed to support a recommendation, by me, as to whether or not 
the levee should be constructed. Included in the study were investi­
gations to determine the role of the aforementioned ecosystem in the 
overall productivity of Lakes Maurepas, Pontchartrain, and Borgne; 
demographic analyses, including popUlation trends, in the general area; 
and environmen·tal impact analyses. 

Subsequently, the Louisiana Legislature added two streams in St. Charles 
Parish - Bayous Trepagnier and Labranche - to the Louisiana Natural and 
Scenic Rivers System. This action raised questions as to whether the 
levee could be constructed without contravening state law. Accordingly, 
we asked Hr. Roy Aguillard, in his capacity as the designated represent­
ative of the Governor in matters relating to water resources development, 
to provide a coordinated state position in this matter. Hr. Aguillard 
responded to the effect that it would not be possible to provide such 
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LMNPL-F 10 October 1973 
Mrs. Inez R. Schillaci 

a position because of the fact that the Administrator of the Natural 
and Scenic Rivers System had concluded that construction of the St. 
Charles Parish levee would be in conflict with provisions of the 
Natural and Scenic Rivers Act. Mr. Aguillard further asked that 
studies of the proposal, nevertheless, be continued. Copies of the 
correspondence involved are inclosed. 

In view of the position taken by the Administrator of the Natural 
and Scenic Rivers System Act, we see no means for legally proceeding 
with the construction of the St. Charles Parish levee. Accordingly, 
we shall move to modify ongoing studies previously intended to provide 
a basis for a recommendation, by me, as to whether the levee should 
be constructed. 

The studies in question will be reoriented toward providing an 
essential base of environmental and technical data for use in 
developing optimum procedures for operation of the Lake Pontchartrain, 
Louisiana, and Vicinity project, and in other ongoing Corps of 
Engineers studies and programs in the estuarine zone associated with 
Lake Maurepas, Pontchartrain, and Borgne. 

Opposition to construction of the levee has been expressed to us in 
written communications from the following: 

Louisiana Wildlife Federation, Richard W. Bryan, President 
New Orleans Sierra Club, Donald M. Bradburn, President 
Orleans Audubon Society, Barry Kohl, Chairman 
St. Charles Parish Environmental Council, Milton L. Cambre, 

President, J. Arthur Smith, Attorney 
St. Tammany Parish Environmental Council, Kenneth V. Sollberger, 

Chairman 
Mr. Arthur Crowe, Department of Marine Sciences, L.S.U., Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana. 

We have neither the funds nor the authority to reimburse the parish 
for expenditures for pumps, sand or sandbags resulting from the high 
tide in Lake Pontchartrain. 

We regret that we cannot offer any immediate relief from the flood 
problems in St. Charles Parish. If we can inform you further in this 
or other matters, please let us know. 

1 Incl 
As stated 

~~ 
RICHARD L. HUNT 

2 

Colonel, CE 
District Engineer 

.: " 

.... .... 

I 


