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DEPARTMENT OF TI-tE ARMY ~. \)..);. ,,' ............ 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

............... ,. 
29 October 1965 

SUB~: PHI P.totection for Lake Pontchartrain, La. and Vicinity 

TO: Division Engineer 
Lower Mississippi Valley 
M':m: IMVED 

1. Ref'erence is made to the Inter:!Jn Survey Report, Lake 
Pontchartra1n, La. and Vicinity, dated. 21 November 1962. 

2. Dur1ng the recent hurricane ''Betsy'', extreme~ high . 
wind tides overtopped existing levees in &rees for which hurri ane 
protection projects were recommended in the Lake Pontchartra1n 
report. This overtopping wes responsibl e for the loss of a~ 
10 Uves· and it caused widespreadflood.11lg and extensive damag 
in residential &reas. The protective system recommended in th 
report was designed to provide protection from an occurrence o. 
the SPR (standard project hurricane) . It the protective syst 
had been. constructed as recommended, o~rtopp1ng of' the levees 
during ''Betsy'' would. have been minor. However, areas sQutheas 
of New orleans on the east side of the Mississippi River experienced 
wind tides greater than those expected to accompaDY a SPH. Therefore, 
had ''Betsy'' been on & track more critical to the Lake Pontch4Lrtra1n 
area, wind . tides greater than those used for desiGn purposes would 
probably have resulted. rus means that a future hurricane simi J ar 
in intensity to hurricane . ''Betsy'' and ~ a track critical to the 
Lake Pontcba.rtra1n area wO\lld ca~e overtopp:Lng of the proposed 
SPR protection. . 

3. Assuming the possibillty that ''Betsy'' may have been of 
lower rrequency than the SPR, it is ~ns1dered . that a degree of' 
protection greater than that recommended in the report should be 
provided. !l'he mod1t1cati~ would be made during. the deta.Ued I 
plenning at4l&8. Pm protection would have ample justification 
even tbough the benefit to cost ratio wouJ4 be lower. 
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IMIED-ilT29 October 15 
SUBJECT: PMH Protection tor Lake Pontcha.rtrain, La. and ViC1n1tf ' 

4. According~, it 18 requested that authority be granted to 
mocl1.t;y the reCOJllDBDded plan of protection to prov1de PMH (Probablf 
max1m1w hurric8i:ie) protection. _ 

~ .~ 
1'HQMI\S J.,' ~OON 
Colonel, CE 
District Engineer 
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