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Accreditation
The Southern Illinois University School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. The Southern Illinois 
University School of Law is accredited by the MCLE Board of the Supreme Court of Illinois to sponsor 
continuing legal education for attorneys.

Sponsorship
This program is planned and implemented in accordance with the Essentials and Standards of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education through the joint sponsorship of Southern Illinois 
Healthcare and Southern Illinois University’s School of Medicine, School of Law Center for Health Law 
and Policy, and the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. 

Credit 
The SIU School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a maximum of 5 AMA PRA Category 1 
credits™. Physicians should claim only those hours of credit actually spent in the educational activity. 
Continuing Education Units for nurses will be offered through the AACN Certification Corporation.  The 
SIU School of Law designates this educational activity for a maximum of 5 hours of Continuing Legal 
Education credit.

Disclosure Policy
It is the policy of Southern Illinois University School of Medicine, Continuing Medical Education, to 
ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its educational programs. All 
faculty participating are expected to disclose any real or apparent conflicts of interest related to the 
content of this presentation so that such conflicts can be resolved during the planning process.

Intended Audience
This program is designed for healthcare providers, policymakers, physicians, attorneys and others 
who are interested in how we address the risks posed by dangerous patients.

Disability-Related Assistance
If you require a disability-related accommodation, please call (618) 453-8636.

Support
This program is supported in part by an unrestricted educational grant from Southern Illinois 
Healthcare and by the SIU School of Law Center for Health Law and Policy.
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Presenters

Friday, May 16, 2008 SIU School of Law, Courtroom
8:30 Registration

9:00 Introduction 

 Peter C. Alexander, J.d., dean and Professor of law, Southern illinois university School of law
 Thomas J. Firestone, M.d., President, Southern illinois healthcare
Morning Moderator: Marshall B. Kapp, J.D., M.P.H., Garwin distinguished Professor of law & Medicine, Professor of Medical 
humanities, co-director, center for health law and Policy, Southern illinois university School of law
9:15 Richard goodman, Md, Jd, Public health law Program, center for disease control, atlanta

10:15 Break

10:30 edward Richards, director, Program in law, Science and Public health, Paul M. hebert law center, louisiana 
State university

 Dangerous People, Irrational Fears: Developing a rational jurisprudence for non-criminal dangerousness

11:30 Lunch Sponsored by Sandberg, Phoenix & von Gontard, P.C

12:00 Marilyn Thomas, chief counsel, illinois department of Public health

1:00 Break

Afternoon Moderator: W. eugene Basanta, J.D., LL.M. , Southern illinois healthcare Professor of law, Professor of Medical 
humanities, co-director, center for health law and Policy, Southern illinois university School of law
1:15 Wendy Parmet, George J. and Kathleen waters Matthews distinguished Professor and Professor of law at 

northeastern university School of law, Program director of the J.d./M.P.h. program with tufts university School 
of Medicine

 Dangerous Perspectives: The Perils of Individualizing Public Health Problems
2:15 Douglass Mossman, Professor and director of the division of forensic Psychiatry at the wright State university 

boonshoft School of Medicine, and administrative director of the Glenn w. weaver institute of law and 
Psychiatry ant the university of cincinnati college of law

 The Imperfections of Protection Through Detection and Intervention: Lessons from Three Decades of 
Research on the Psychiatric Assessment of Violence Risk

3:15 evaluation and Adjournment

Tenth Annual SIH/SIU Health Policy Institute
The Dangerous Patient: Medical, Legal and Public Policy Reponses

overview
risks to the public’s health abound in everyday life. frequently, these risks 
to the population are connected to the behaviors of individuals. Situations 
presented, for example, by mentally ill persons who engage in violent 
conduct at public places resulting in death or serious injury to themselves 
and others and potentially infectious individuals who knowingly place 
a large number of other people at risk of contagion by their conduct 
engender significant medical, legal, and public policy considerations. 
the medical, legal, and public policy challenges created by these and 
other threats to the public’s health directly confront many health care 
professionals, attorneys, public officials, and educators. this program will 
identify and begin to address these important public policy challenges, 
especially in the context of shifting attention exclusively from attempting 
to predict and control the behavior of individual patients to a broader 
population-based intervention perspective.

Program objectives:
at the conclusion of this program, participants will be able to:

identify the kinds of risks to the public’s health that are connected 1. 
to the behaviors of individuals.

appreciate and analyze the medical, legal, and public policy 2. 
implications for the public of the threats made and/or behaviors 
engaged in by individuals.

critique the strengths and shortcomings of analytical approaches 3. 
that focus on attempting to predict and control individual behavior 
versus approaches more devoted to broader population-based 
health interventions.

Participate more effectively in discussions about the formulation 4. 
of public policy aimed at preventing or ameliorating the harm 
posed by dangerous persons, particularly as public policy may 
affect the respective roles of health care, legal, and educational 
professionals.  

Richard A. goodman, M.D., J.D., M.P.H. 
centers for disease control (cdc), atlanta Ga

dr. Goodman is co-director of the Public health law 
Program, centers for disease control and Prevention 
(cdc) in atlanta, Georgia, and is former editor of cdc’s 
Morbidity and Mortality weekly report (MMwr) 
Series. he is board certified in both internal Medicine 
and Preventive Medicine. a commissioned officer in 

the u.S. Public health Service during 1978 - 2006, dr. Goodman held 
the grade of Medical director (captain: o-6). he joined cdc’s epidemic 
intelligence Service Program in 1978. he has published on a broad range 
of topics in applied epidemiology which span surveillance and outbreak 
investigations of acute infectious diseases, to population-based studies 
of the epidemiology of homicide, and the law of public health. he also 
is the lead editor of law in Public health Practice, published by oxford 
university Press. 

edward P. Richards, III, J.D., M.P.H.
Paul M. hebert law center, louisiana State university

Professor richards is the director of the Program in 
law, Science and Public health, and the harvey a. 
Peltier Professor of law at the Paul M. hebert law 
center at louisiana State university. richards has 
specialized in health and public health law for more 
than 25 years. he has acted as a consultant to the 

centers for disease control and Prevention and other federal agencies, 
and has authored more than 100 articles and books on medical and 
public health law. for more information, see http://biotech.law.lsu.edu

Marilyn Thomas, 
chief counsel, illinois department of Public health

Wendy Parmet, J.D., M.P.H.
northeastern university School of law

wendy e. Parmet is the George J. and Kathleen waters 
Matthews distinguished Professor and Professor of 
law at northeastern university School of law and 
Program director of the law school’s dual degree 
J.d.-M.P.h. program with tufts university School of 
Medicine. She teaches Public health law, health law, 

disability law, bioethics, torts and constitutional law. Professor Parmet 
has published numerous articles in medical journals and law reviews on 
public health law, disability law, constitutional law, health care access. 
Professor Parmet is President of the board of directors of health law 
advocates and is on the board of directors of the Public health law 
association. She is also on the aba’s commission for Mental and Physical 
disability law and is a fellow of the american bar foundation. 

Douglass Mossman, M.D.
wright State university boonshoft School of Medicine 
& university of cincinnati college of law

dr. Mossman is Professor and director of the division 
of forensic Psychiatry at the wright State university 
boonshoft School of Medicine, and administrative 
director of the Glenn M. weaver institute of law and 
Psychiatry at the university of cincinnati college 

of law. he lectures frequently to medical and legal audiences and 
has authored more than 100 publications on legal and ethical issues, 
medical decision-making, violence prediction, statistics, and psychiatric 
treatment. his article, “critique of Pure risk assessment or, Kant Meets 
tarasoff (2006),” won the american Psychiatric association’s Manfred 
S. Guttmacher award for outstanding contributions to the literature 
on forensic psychiatry. his 1994 article, “assessing Predictions of 
Violence: being accurate about accuracy,” has been cited more than 
200 times in scientific and legal publications. he is a distinguished 
fellow of the american Psychiatric association. 




