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Outbreak of Multidrug-Resistant
Tuberculosis --Texas, California, and
Pennsylvania
On January 9, 1986, a 30-year-old black man (patient 8 in Tables 1-3) presented to a hospital emergency
room with an illness of 2 months' duration. The illness was characterized by cough, weakness, malaise,
fever, night sweats, shortness of breath, and hemoptysis. The patient's chest radiograph showed extensive
cavitary disease that was highly suggestive of pulmonary tuberculosis (TB). Sputum cultures were
positive for Mycobacterium tuberculosis, and the organisms demonstrated resistance to isoniazid (INH),
rifampin (RIF), and streptomycin (Table 2). The patient was treated with pyrazinamide (PZA),
ethambutol, capreomycin (CAP), ethionamide (ETH), and an experimental drug (ofloxacin). Although
totally compliant with this treatment regimen, the patient, after initial improvement, experienced relapse
on therapy, and surgery was recommended. In March 1987, he died of postoperative complications of a
right pneumonectomy. The patient had been hospitalized from the time of diagnosis to death (nearly 14
months). Autopsy revealed active disease in his left lung. Subsequent epidemiologic investigation
revealed that patient 8 had been a close contact of four persons (patients 1-4) who were being treated for
infectious drug-resistant TB. All four persons were members of an extended family whose members
interacted extensively and lived intermittently in three states. From July 1971 through May 1990, eight
persons in and two close contacts of this extended family have been diagnosed with clinically active
pulmonary TB. The most recent case was diagnosed in January 1989. The index patient (patient 1) was a
41-year-old man whose TB was diagnosed in Texas in 1971. He was hospitalized and treated with an
unknown regimen from July 1971 to April 1972 and discharged on INH and para-amino salicylic acid.
From 1971 to 1982, patient 1 was admitted to the hospital on six occasions because of recurrences of
pulmonary TB; recurrence was attributed to his noncompliance with outpatient therapy. In January 1983,
he was admitted to the hospital for 3 months because of persistently positive cultures and was treated
with INH, PZA, RIF, ETH, CAP, and cycloserine. After discharge, he was placed on daily supervised
therapy and was more compliant with this regimen. In November 1984, he was readmitted for nearly 4
months to optimize therapy before surgery. He declined surgery and died in August 1987 from
hemoptysis caused by TB. In 1976 and 1981, TB was diagnosed in two different relatives (patients 2 and
3) of the index patient. Contact investigation and follow-up over time of these patients, and later of
patient 8, by health agencies in the three states subsequently identified patients 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 10. In
addition, investigations revealed that 60 (47%) of 127 contacts of the extended family were tuberculin
positive (skin test reaction: greater than or equal to 5 mm induration), including 27 (43%) of 63 contacts
in Texas, 25 (56%) of 45 contacts in California, and eight (42%) of 19 contacts in Pennsylvania. Thirty
(50%) of those infected were children or adolescents. Infected contacts were monitored by sputum
smears and cultures and chest radiographs at 3, 6, and 12 months for the first year, and every 6 months
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for 2 years. No prophylaxis was given to infected contacts because the contacts were presumed infected
with multidrug-resistant organisms. At least five family members and numerous contacts suffered from
alcohol and drug addiction; however, none of the patients reported using intravenous drugs. Seven of the
10 patients were tested for human immunodeficiency virus antibody and were seronegative. Because
members of the family had been incarcerated at various times, the family was suspicious of outsiders and
secretive about their contacts, which complicated and impeded contact investigation. In addition, some
family members believed that TB was incurable and that medications were ineffective. Several of the
patients were hospitalized for extended periods until they became culture negative, only to experience
relapse once they were released and again were noncompliant with their medications. Patients 1 and 2
were legally quarantined on three occasions each. Patients 2 and 3 recovered only after supervised
therapy. Patient 4, although now undergoing therapy, was frequently lost to follow-up. Patient 7
experienced relapse because of noncompliance, twice left the hospital against medical advice, and
ultimately was quarantined. Because of health department experiences with this outbreak, patient 9 was
placed on supervised therapy from onset. As of June 1, 1990, patients 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, and 10 are culture
negative; patient 4 remains culture positive; and patient 7, although culture negative, remains in
treatment. As a result of this outbreak, supervised therapy with an initial regimen of four drugs is now
used for all patients with active TB treated by the Fort Worth/Tarrant County Health Department.
Reported by: S Weis, DO, Texas Coll of Osteopathic Medicine; OC Nwanyanwu, DrPH, E Gomez,
Tuberculosis Control Program, Fort Worth/Tarrant County Health Dept; T Betz, MD, DM Simp son,
MD, State Epidemiologist, Texas Dept of Health. G Biamby, MD, I Terrell, M Barrett, M Young,
Tuberculosis Clinic, Compton Health Dept; B Dorfman, MD, G Rutherford, MD, State Epidemiologist,
California Dept of Health Svcs. R Gens, MD, D Tavris, MD, State Epidemiologist, Pennsylvania State
Dept of Health. Div of Tuberculosis Control, Center for Prevention Svcs, CDC.

Editorial Note

Editorial Note: Community outbreaks of drug-resistant TB have been reported in Mississippi (1);
California, Montana, Nevada, and Utah (2); and North Carolina (3). Although the epidemiologic
investigation in this report did not conclusively establish that all the patients were infected with the same
strain of tubercle bacilli (because phage typing was not performed), epidemiologic evidence and
drug-resistance patterns suggest a link. Two prominent features of this outbreak are 1) its extended length
and 2) its public health and economic burden. The cost of hospitalization of these 10 patients is estimated
at $950,433 (Table 3). This is more than five times the yearly budget of the Fort Worth/Tarrant County
Tuberculosis Control Program, which treats approximately 100 cases of TB and 1000 persons with TB
infection per year. Containment of a TB outbreak involves treatment of patients and preventive therapy
for infected contacts. The preventive therapy regimen for infected persons is 6-12 months of INH or, for
suspected infection with INH-resistant organisms, 12 months of RIF (4). However, in this outbreak,
preventive therapy was not viable because the 60 infected contacts were presumably infected with
organisms resistant to INH and RIF. Bacillus of Calmette and Guerin (BCG) vaccine should be
considered for uninfected children exposed to persons with multidrug-resistant TB (5). Regimens for
treatment of TB must contain multiple drugs to which the organisms are susceptible. Administration of a
single drug or the addition of a single drug to a failing regimen can lead to development of a bacterial
population resistant to that drug. Although patients 2-10 were initially infected with drug-resistant
tubercle bacilli, patient 1 acquired drug resistance because of noncompliance and/or inappropriate
therapy. Drug-resistant TB is difficult to manage, and consultation with experts in treating mycobacterial
diseases is warranted for such patients. The duration of therapy for TB is usually 6-9 months, and
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noncompliance is a major problem. For patients at high risk for noncompliance, supervised therapy
should be administered by a health department worker at a clinic or other location convenient for the
patient (6-8). As evidenced by this outbreak, it is critical to initiate supervised therapy early, before
patients develop drug-resistant disease or are lost to follow-up. Interstate and intrastate communication
may be essential in managing TB in persons who frequently change their state of residence. If supervised
therapy is not successful in managing TB patients, other approaches must be considered. Long-term
hospitalization (9) and TB treatment in special residential facilities for the homeless (10) have been used
in some areas. Quarantine measures, including temporary institutionalization, should be used in those
rare cases when an infectious TB patient refuses to comply with self-administered or supervised therapy
(11). Documentation of the cost of treating patients with drug-resistant disease, as was done in this
investigation, may help support the need for strengthening outpatient treatment of TB, especially the use
of supervised therapy.

References

CDC. Drug-resistant tuberculosis--Mississippi. MMWR1.  

1977;26:417-8,423.

2. CDC. Interstate outbreak of drug-resistant tuberculosis involving children--California, Montana,
Nevada, Utah. MMWR 1983;32:516-8.

3. CDC. Multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis--North Carolina. MMWR 1987;35:785-7.

4. American Thoracic Society/CDC. Treatment of tuberculosis and tuberculosis infection in adults and
children. Am Rev Respir Dis 1986;134:355-63.

5. CDC. Use of BCG vaccines in the control of tuberculosis: a joint statement by the ACIP and the
Advisory Committee for Elimination of Tuberculosis. MMWR 1988;37:663-4,669-75.

6. Sbarbaro JA. Compliance: inducements and enforcements. Chest 1979;76:750-6.

7. Snider DE, Hutton MD. Improving patient compliance in tuberculosis treatment programs. Atlanta,
Georgia: US Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, CDC, 1989.

8. Cohn DL, Catlin BJ, Peterson KL, Judson FN, Sbarbaro JA. A 62 dose, 6-month therapy for
pulmonary and extrapulmonary tuberculosis: a twice-weekly, directly observed, and cost-effective
regimen. Ann Intern Med 1990;112:407-15.

9. Weidhaas S, Nardell E, Ford J. Is long term hospitalization an effective TB control intervention among
the homeless? (Abstract). Am Rev Respir Dis 1989;139(4(pt 2)):A398. 10. Adler JJ, Ruggiero D,
Langhorne W, Heetderks A, Nivin B. Residential facility for homeless tuberculosis patients (Abstract).
Am Rev Respir Dis 1990;141(4(pt 2)):A458. 11. CDC. A strategic plan for the elimination of
tuberculosis in the United States. MMWR 1989;38(no. S-3):7.

Outbreak of Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis --Texas, California, a

http://www.cdc.gov/epo/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00001636.htm (3 of 4) [1/24/2000 11:15:51 AM]



Disclaimer   All MMWR HTML documents published before January 1993 electronic conversions from ASCII text
into HTML. This conversion may have resulted in character translation or format errors in the HTML version. Users
should not rely on this HTML document, but are referred to the original MMWR paper copy for the official text, figures,
and tables. An original paper copy of this issue can be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government
Printing Office (GPO), Washington, DC 20402-9371; telephone: (202) 512-1800. Contact GPO for current prices.

Return To:  MMWR      MMWR Home Page    CDC Home Page

**Questions or messages regarding errors in formatting should be addressed to mmwrq@cdc.gov.

Page converted: 08/05/98

Outbreak of Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis --Texas, California, a

http://www.cdc.gov/epo/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00001636.htm (4 of 4) [1/24/2000 11:15:51 AM]

http://www2.cdc.gov/mmwr/mmwrsrch.htm
http://www2.cdc.gov/mmwr/mmwrsrch.htm
http://www2.cdc.gov/mmwr/mmwr.html
http://www.cdc.gov/
mailto:mmwrq@cdc.gov

