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restoration plan with funding allocations 



Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Texas, NOAA, DOI, EPA, and USDA 
 
Our job as the Trustees is to: 
• Assess injuries to natural resources 
• Ensure restoration of injured natural 

resources   
 



• The Trustees have documented an 
ecosystem-level of injury to the northern 
Gulf of Mexico. 

• The Trustees are proposing an 
ecosystem-level, integrated restoration 
plan. 

• We want the public's comments on this 
draft restoration plan and programmatic 
environmental impact statement   



The Gulf of Mexico 
is a vast productive 
ecosystem 
 
Highly interactive, 
interdependent 
network of 
organisms (from 
microbes to plants to 
animals) and their 
chemical, biological, 
and physical 
environment 
 



Largest offshore oil 
spill in our nation’s 
history  
 
More than 1,300 
miles of shoreline 
fouled by oil 
 
Oil slicks were 
observed 
cumulatively across  
43,300 square miles 
 



“Basically everywhere the 
oil went, it created harm.” 

-DONALD BOESCH,  
President of the  

University of Maryland  
Center for Environmental Science  



• 20,000 data collection trips  

• More than 100,000 environmental samples 
collected 

• More than 13 million records  

• Sediment, air, water, tissue samples, carcasses, 
photos, videos and aerial imagery 

• All these data are available online at 
https://dwhdiver.orr.noaa.gov  
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“Injury” includes adverse  
effects on: 
• Survival, growth, and reproduction 
• Health, physiology and biological 

condition 
• Behavior 
• Community composition 
• Ecological processes and 

services 
• Physical and chemical habitat 

quality or structure 
• Public services, such as 

recreation 



• Marshes fouled  

• Harvestable oysters lost 

• Birds, fish, shellfish, sea 
turtles, and dolphins killed 

• Rare corals and red crabs 
impacted 

• Recreational opportunities 
lost 



Restoration 
planning under the 
Oil Pollution Act  
Environmental 
impacts analysis 
under the National 
Environmental 
Policy Act  



Preferred Alternative: 
• Alternative A: Comprehensive, integrated ecosystem 

restoration 
 

Other alternatives considered: 
• Alternative B: Resource-specific restoration 
• Alternative C: Defer restoration plan development in 

favor of continued injury assessment 
• Alternative D: No action; no additional restoration 

beyond early restoration 
 



• Addresses the ecosystem as an 
interconnected whole 

• Identifies how and where funds will be  
invested to address the injuries from this spill  
• What types of restoration are most needed 
• Priority geographical areas for restoration 

• Identifies how the Trustees will work together in 
the future to identify and propose specific 
projects 
 

 



15+ years, up to $8.8 billion 
• $1 billion already 

committed for early 
restoration 

• $7.1 billion to complete 
restoration over 15+ years 

• Up to an additional $700 
million for adaptive 
management and  
unknown conditions 
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• Public comment period 
ends Dec 4 , 2015 

• We will consider and 
address all comments 
received 

• We will finalize the plan  



Verbally at a public meeting 
 
Online 
Draft PDARP/PEIS:  www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov 
Consent Decree: www.justice.gov/enrd/deepwater-horizon  
 

 

 Comment deadline is December 4, 2015 
 

Mail 
Draft PDARP     
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
P.O. Box 49567 
Atlanta, GA 30345 

Mail 
Consent Decree 
Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, DC 20044 
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