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  Case No. 18-60102  

 
DECLARATION OF PETER GALVIN 

I, Peter Galvin, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Director of Programs for the Center for Biological Diversity, 

and I serve on the Board of Directors. The Center is a nonprofit, membership 

organization with more than 63,000 members and offices in various states, including 

thousands of members in the Gulf of Mexico region. The Center is dedicated to the 

preservation, protection, and restoration of biodiversity, native species, ecosystems, 

and public lands.  

2. I am one of the founders of the Center and helped create its 

organizational purpose and goals. In helping create the Center, I sought to establish 
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a nonprofit organization that addressed many of my personal interests in protecting 

endangered species from the many threats they face such as habitat loss, land 

development, resource extraction, and climate change. In addition, the Center was 

created to protect the environmental conservation interests of its staff, members, and 

board, including the protection of the natural habitats and wildlife that Center’s 

members enjoy. As part of its mission, the Center provides oversight of 

governmental activities that impact endangered species and other wildlife. The 

Center has been at the forefront of efforts to hold the government accountable for its 

statutory obligations and engages in legal strategies to ensure that our nation’s 

environmental laws are enforced. 

3. The Center’s has an oceans program that focuses on the protection of 

marine species and their ocean habitats, including significant efforts to ensure the 

conservation of wildlife in the Gulf of Mexico. The Center has undertaken numerous 

actions to conserve species affected by offshore oil and gas activities including 

sperm whales, beaked whales, Bryde’s whales, bluefin tuna, goliath grouper, 

loggerhead, leatherback, and Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles, and migratory birds. The 

Center has a longstanding campaign advocating for protection of the Gulf of Mexico 

against environmental damage from oil and gas drilling; and it monitors 

governmental oversight of offshore oil and gas activities. 
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4. The Center’s members and staff use the Gulf of Mexico for wildlife 

observation, research, nature photography, aesthetic enjoyment, recreational, 

educational, and other activities. Some of the Center’s members seek out and enjoy 

opportunities to observe wildlife such as sea turtles, birds, and marine mammals in 

the Gulf of Mexico. The Center’s members have also spent time recreating in the 

Gulf of Mexico and have interests in the water quality and health of the Gulf 

ecosystem. The Center’s members depend on the Center to protect those interests.  

5.  For example, I have personal interests in the Gulf of Mexico. I have 

visited the Gulf of Mexico region numerous times over my lifetime in both my 

professional and personal capacity. My travels and research have taken me to the 

coastlines of all the Gulf States. I’ve spent considerable time enjoying the Gulf of 

Mexico, recreating and enjoying the natural environment and wildlife that migrate 

across the Gulf. I have family who I visit regularly in Alabama. My first visit to the 

Gulf occurred around 1975, and my most recent visit to the Gulf Coast was in 2015. 

I look forward to more visits. I have specific plans to visit Alabama and the western 

Gulf Coast in October of this year and to visit the Florida and the eastern Gulf Coast 

near Tampa and surrounding areas next February to enjoy the natural environment 

and the opportunities to see the diverse wildlife of the region.  

6. My interests and the interests of other members of the Center for 

Biological Diversity are adversely affected by the Environmental Protection 
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Agency’s approval of a water pollution permit for offshore oil and gas activities. The 

Center and its members have strong interests in protecting wildlife, their habitat and 

engaging in wildlife-oriented activities. The agency’s permit authorizes water 

pollution that can degrade the Gulf’s water quality and harm fish, sea birds, sea 

turtles, corals, and other wildlife. Many of the marine species that our organization 

works to protect are threatened by pollution and the accumulation of chemicals in 

their bodies and habitat. The Center’s member’s abilities to view these animals, 

enjoy their natural habitat, and to advocate for their protection are inhibited by 

pollution from offshore oil and gas activities in the Gulf of Mexico.  

7. The Center and some of its members have concerns about the pollution 

resulting from offshore fracking and other well stimulation chemicals. The Center 

has been researching the environmental and health impacts of fracking activities and 

chemicals for many years. We are concerned that the EPA allows unlimited 

discharge of fracking chemicals into the Gulf of Mexico and that the monitoring and 

testing practices are inadequate to protect water quality. Our research shows that 

fracking chemicals are toxic to humans and can harm wildlife; including fish, birds, 

and sea otters. Our organization has been advocating for stronger governmental 

oversight and environmental review of offshore fracking and other well stimulation 

practices. The Center and its members have actively participated in the 
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administrative processes and decisionmaking about offshore fracking and the water 

pollution permit at issue in this case.  

8. EPA’s failure to fully examine and publicly disclose the environmental 

effects of its permit authorizing the discharge of oil and gas wastewater, including 

well stimulation chemicals, into the Gulf of Mexico harms the informational and 

aesthetic interests of the Center and its members. These harms would likely be 

reduced and remedied if the Center were to prevail in this lawsuit because the 

government would need to conduct a thorough environmental review that could 

produce a decision that would result in less water pollution.  

  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed on May 23, 2018, in Shelter Cove, California. 

       

      Peter Galvin 
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  Case No. 18-60102  

 
DECLARATION OF TODD STEINER 

I, Todd Steiner, declare as follows: 

1. I am a resident of Forest Knolls, California, and I am a member of the 

Center for Biological Diversity. As a member, I rely on the Center to represent my 

interests in conserving native species and their habitats, including protection of the 

Gulf of Mexico’s sea turtles, manatees, whales, corals and other marine life. I also 

joined the board of the Center for Biological Diversity in 2014. 

2.  I regularly visit the Gulf of Mexico both for professional research and 

personal enjoyment to appreciate the coast, marine habitat, and wildlife such as sea 

turtles, manatees, corals, reef fish, seabirds, whales, and other marine mammals. 
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As we have seen with the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, oil and gas activities are 

likely to result in adverse impacts on sea turtles, whales, manatees, corals, and the 

marine environment in the Gulf of Mexico that I enjoy. 

3. I care deeply about the marine and coastal environment and its 

preservation. I have spent significant time on the Gulf of Mexico for the purpose of 

researching, recreating, and enjoying the Gulf’s beautiful environment and marine 

life. I have visited the Gulf of Mexico on numerous occasions since 1986.  

4. I spend time in the western Gulf of Mexico in the same areas that will be 

directly affected by wastewater discharges from offshore oil and gas activities. 

There, I enjoy observing wildlife, and I have primarily been involved in the 

protection of Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles for many years. I am the Executive 

Director of Turtle Island Restoration Network (“TIRN”), a nonprofit 

environmental organization committed to the study, protection, enhancement, 

conservation, and preservation of the world’s marine and terrestrial ecosystems, 

including protection the Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle in the Gulf of Mexico.  

5. The organization that I direct, TIRN, has a Gulf of Mexico Program with 

a staff based in Galveston that focuses on the conservation of Kemp’s Ridley sea 

turtles in the Gulf. I regularly visit and plan with staff and plan to return to the Gulf 

of Mexico to meet with the director of that office and to visit the coast and marine 

environment and observe sea turtles that we are working to protect.  
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6. I plan to visit the Gulf Coast at least twice in 2018 including in 

November to give a presentation on the current threats to sea turtles caused by 

offshore oil extraction including fracking. I anticipate spending additional time 

viewing and photograph wildlife and snorkeling on this November trip, and an 

additional trip in 2018. 

7. I also visited the Gulf in Sept 2015 in Nov 2017 for the purposes of 

meeting with staff to discuss the threats to marine species and to view marine 

wildlife species. 

8.  Water pollution from offshore drilling and fracking activities affect my 

ability to promote the survival and recovery of sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Additionally, they diminish my experience when I visit the Gulf to research and 

observe sea turtles and their environment.  

9. Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico are critically imperiled, 

and my work includes efforts to create a marine preserve along the Texas coast to 

protect the Kemp's Ridley. In the western Gulf of Mexico, I have visited Padre 

Island National Seashore that is a major nesting site for sea turtles. There, I sought 

to observe sea turtles, meet with researchers, and advocate for their conservation. 

My work included helping to establish a no-shrimping zone off the coast of Texas 

to help prevent sea turtles from drowning in shrimp nets. I am very concerned with 

preserving sea turtles and their habitat in the Gulf of Mexico, so that I may 
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continue to enjoy these animals in the wild. I have also traveled to the major 

nesting sites of Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles along the Gulf of Mexico to study sea 

turtles and for personal enjoyment.  

10.  I believe that Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles are likely to be harmed by oil 

and gas activities in the Gulf of Mexico thus frustrating my efforts to promote their 

survival and my aesthetic interests in viewing sea turtles and their habitat. The 

failure of the EPA to analyze the environmental impacts of wastewater discharges 

from offshore fracking will harm my interest in sea turtles because they are 

vulnerable to water pollution associated with oil and gas activities in the western 

and central Gulf of Mexico.  

11.  Oil and gas activities in the Gulf of Mexico contribute to water pollution 

from wastewater and well treatment fluids that can poison and contaminate sea 

turtles and habitat. Moreover, this pollution will have impacts on all species in the 

Gulf. I am concerned that the water pollution can contaminate wildlife and their 

prey.  

12.  I am aware that fracking operations release a large number and amount 

of toxic chemicals into the environment including acids, corrosion inhibitors, 

gelling agents and solvents that can be harmful to wildlife species and humans and 

are known to cause cancer. I am aware that even small amounts of some of these 

chemicals can contaminate millions of gallons of water. I believe these chemicals 
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can directly impact sea turtles and can indirectly harm sea turtles by contaminating 

their prey. 

13. Because of the destructive impacts on sea turtles, my interests in 

observing and conserving sea turtles are impaired by the failure of the EPA to 

analyze these impacts in approving the water pollution permit for offshore oil and 

gas activities. 

14.  My personal and professional interests in the western Gulf of Mexico 

extend beyond the protection of sea turtles. I also go to that area to observe and 

enjoy a variety of marine and coastal species that are impacted by water pollution 

from the offshore oil and gas activities. Professionally and personally, I am 

concerned with the conservation of imperiled species including sawfish, sharks and 

teleost fishes, sea birds and wading birds, manatees, corals, and their habitats and 

plan to return soon. 

15. Oil and gas water pollution in the Gulf of Mexico will impact my 

interests in the marine habitat that provides a home to the sea turtles, whales, 

manatees, fish, and other marine animals that I seek out, research, observe, 

photograph, and advocate on their behalf. These marine species migrate throughout 

the Gulf of Mexico, and I have an interest in the water quality and healthy habitat 

they require for their survival.  
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16. Sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico are endangered, and they are already 

facing numerous threats such as entanglement in fishing gear and marine debris, 

global warming, and habitat loss. Oil and gas water pollution in the Gulf can injure 

and stress these already imperiled species.  

17. I believe that the approval of the water pollution permits that allow 

discharge of fracking wastewater absent a meaningful environmental review harms 

my interest in the fish, whales, sea turtles, manatees, and corals because it 

increases the likelihood of an oil spill that can kill or injure these marine species 

and damage their habitat. The noise, traffic, and pollution from the activities 

directly impact these animals and their habitat. Accordingly, my interests in the 

Gulf of Mexico environment and wildlife are, and will continue to be adversely 

impacted by the EPA’s failures.  

18.  I am seriously concerned about the survival and recovery of the sea 

turtles, whales, manatees, corals, and other marine life that inhabit the Gulf of 

Mexico. The continued existence of these animals in the wild enhances my quality 

of life and experiences. I gain significant professional, recreational, and aesthetic 

benefits from these animals and the healthy marine environment that they require 

for their persistence. EPA’s approval of water pollution permits without sufficient 

environmental review adversely affects my recreational, aesthetic, and professional 



 7

interests in the Gulf of Mexico’s natural environment including sea turtles, corals, 

fish, whales, manatees, seabirds, and other wildlife.  

19. I believe that the permit will expose these animals to pollution and will 

degrade the natural environment and harm the animals. Accordingly, my interests 

are being harmed and will continue to be harmed by the permit and the discharges 

it allows. I believe that if the law had been complied with, the likely and potential 

harms from discharges of oil and gas activities to sea turtles, whales, and other 

animals in the Gulf of Mexico would be less likely to occur. A thorough 

environmental review would likely better protect wildlife and the environment 

from oil and gas activities and reduce water pollution, and accordingly would 

better allow me to observe and enjoy these species in their natural habitat. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed 

on May 15, 2018 in Forest Knolls, California. 

 
       
      Todd Steiner 
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  Case No. 18-60102  

 
DECLARATION OF CYNTHIA SARTHOU 

I, Cynthia Sarthou, declare as follows: 

1. I am Executive Director of Gulf Restoration Network. I have worked 

for Gulf Restoration Network for over 20 years. In my position as Executive 

Director I supervise the programmatic direction of the organization, and am 

responsible for fundraising and financial oversight for the organization.  

2. Gulf Restoration Network is a network of environmental 

organizations, social justice groups, and individuals located throughout the five 

Gulf States including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas who are 
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committed to uniting and empowering people to protect and restore the resources 

of the Gulf Region, forever protecting it for future generations. 

3.  Gulf Restoration Network’s membership includes more than 4,000 

individuals from the Gulf region and across the United States who joined the 

organization to protect their interests in preserving the natural beauty and healthy 

functioning of the Gulf ecosystem and resources.  

4. Gulf Restoration Network’s staff pursues campaigns on priority issues 

affecting the entire Gulf region, including water quality, wetlands, sustainable 

fisheries, protection and restoration of indigenous species, and oil spill prevention 

and response.  

5. The organization has worked on oversight of the offshore oil and gas 

industry. Our Gulf monitoring program investigates oil spills and works to hold 

industry accountable and ensure prompt clean up. With the help of volunteer pilots 

and charter boat captains, Gulf Restoration Network locates, photographs, and 

reports spills from the land, air and sea. The organization also builds public support 

to strengthen oversight of the offshore oil and gas industry and resist the rollback 

of critical regulations needed to increase safety and environmental protection. 

6.  Gulf Restoration Network has a longstanding interest in the water 

quality of the Gulf of Mexico. It specifically is concerned about the impact of 

water pollution from offshore oil and gas activities, including wastewater 
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discharges. Gulf Restoration Network has advocated against offshore fracking and 

has concerns about pollution resulting from well stimulation activities. For 

example, in June 2016, Gulf Restoration Network and others submitted comments 

on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Outer Continental Shelf Oil and 

Gas Leases in the Gulf of Mexico from 2017–2022; Docket No. BOEM-2016-

0009, raising our specific concerns that water contamination is a significant risk of 

fracking because of the hundreds of chemicals used in fracking fluid and 

questioning the agency’s failure to fully consider this issue in its environmental 

review.   

 
7. Gulf Restoration Network and its members’ interests in clean water 

and marine life in the Gulf of Mexico are adversely affected by the offshore oil and 

gas wastewater discharge permit approved by the Environmental Protection 

Agency. The failure of the agency to conduct a comprehensive environmental 

review of wastewater discharges, in light of fracking activities, means that the 

impacts of the water pollution have not been disclosed to the public, the 

organization, and its members. It also means that the EPA has not weighed this in 

its decisionmaking, which could result in measures to mitigate the adverse 

environmental impacts of the water pollution. If the EPA had fully complied with 

environmental laws in approving the offshore oil and gas discharge permit, it is 



more likely that it would result in less water pollution and harm to the Gulfs 

wildlife. 

l declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on Jf~ .{)'3> ~QJQ.i~ New Orleans, Louisiana. 

(I Cynthia Sarthou 
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DECLARATION OF JONATHAN HENDERSON 

I, Jonathan Henderson, declare as follows: 

1. I am a resident of New Orleans, Louisiana; and I am a member of Gulf 

Restoration Network. 

2. I first became involved in Gulf Restoration Network doing response work 

for Hurricane Katrina. I learned that Louisiana was vulnerable to severe storms 

because of the loss of wetlands due to oil and gas activities, and that is why I 

started to support Gulf Restoration Network because of their work protecting the 

Gulf Coast environment from the impacts of oil and gas. As a member, I rely on 



Gulf Restoration Network to represent my interests m protecting the Gulf of 

Mexico, its wildlife, and coastal communities. 

3. I worked for Gulf Restoration Network from 2008 to 2015, for the first 

couple of years I focused on federal climate policy. Then in 2010, the Deepwater 

Horizon exploded, and my work shifted to monitoring the BP oil spill and other 

pollution incidents from the oil and gas industry. 

4. Now, I am a founder and principal of Vanishing Earth, a policy and 

media advocacy organization that investigates pollution incidents and promotes 

policies to increase oil and gas industry accountability. I am currently working on a 

public awareness campaign on the health impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oil 

spill on clean-up workers, among other things. I have a Juris Doctorate degree 

from Southern University Law Center and a Master's of Business Administration 

from the University of Louisiana. 

5. I am a native of New Orleans, and I have lived in the Gulf area my whole 

life. I started going out into the Gulf at an early age. Since childhood, I have 

enjoyed spending time engaging in various activities, including fishing, 

recreational boating, and observing various marine species, off of the coast of 

Louisiana. I had a friend who took me fishing quite a few times in the Gulf in the 

early l 990s. Over my life I have fished and boated on the Gulf and its bays and 

tributaries at least three to four times a year, and often as many as ten to fifteen 
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times a year. I have always been fascinated by the Gulfs diverse marine and bird 

life that populate the waters off Shell Beach, Grand Isle, and the Mississippi River. 

These include bottlenose dolphins, pelicans, skimmers, sea turtles and all sorts of 

fish. I will never forget the first time I saw a pod of porpoises swimming behind a 

shrimp boat in Barataria Bay. It was an amazing experience and I believe that 

everyone should have an opportunity to observe these species in their natural Gulf 

habitat and experience, as I have, the aesthetic benefits they provide. I've spent a 

lot of time on the coast of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida's 

panhandle. My connection to the Gulf of Mexico is why I've spent so much time 

fighting to protect and preserve it. 

6. I have spent a considerable amount of time in boats and planes 

monitoring the offshore oil and gas industry and tracking oil spills. I have taken 

numerous trips via sea plane, jet, and helicopter over the entire BP spill area and 

have witnessed, firsthand, the devastation the spill has caused throughout the Gulf 

region. For these trips, I have flown out as far as East Bay, West Bay, Destin, the 

Mississippi Canyon, and Terrebonne Bay. For years after the BP oil spill and 

continuing to the present, I take boat trips and flyovers searching for other oil leaks 

in the Gulf of Mexico-including to the areas where there are offshore oil and gas 

platforms in federal waters. Today, I have taken well over 100 trips by boat and 
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plane over the Gulf. I have already been out on a few flights this year, and I have 

more boat trips and flyovers planned for later in the year. 

7. During my visits to the Gulf, one of my primary objectives is enjoying 

the natural habitat and the wildlife. I get a lot of personal enjoyment being out on 

the water, and I love seeing whale sharks, sperm whales, dolphins, and sea turtles. I 

take photographs and video, and I also enjoy swimming and fishing in the Gulf. 

The Gulf Coast has some of the most beautiful beaches in the world, and there is 

nothing as wonderful as swimming in the gulf. The Gulf is a gorgeous, special 

place to which I have a deep connection - spiritually, emotionally, aesthetically. I 

understand how threatened it is, and that it needs to be protected. 

8. I first learned about offshore fracking from a Center for Biological 

Diversity attorney's presentation at a conference. At the time no one knew if 

fracking was happening in the Gulf, so when I got back I started asking about it. I 

learned that it had been happening for years. I have spoken to reporters about my 

concerns about offshore fracking and pollution, including a television interview 

from a boat with a drilling facility in the background. The pollution from oil 

drilling and fracking wastewater diminishes my enjoyment of the Gulf of Mexico. 

9. Part of my job is watchdogging pollution from the oil industry, and I'm 

not only concerned with the oil and gas leaks, but al.so the untold amounts of 

chemicals from fracking going into the water. I am concerned that some of the 
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chemicals used for fracking and contaminants in produced waters are dangerous to 

marine life and people. For example, I have learned that fracking chemicals can be 

toxic to fish, birds and other wildlife and that people have been harmed by 

exposure to fracking chemicals. I have concerns that oil industry wastewater is 

damaging to the Gulf's water quality and habitat. 

10. Now, I have reluctance to go fishing or swimming in Gulf because of 

what I know about fracking. I am concerned that the oil industry is polluting the 

Gulf not only with oil leaks, but also with untold amounts of wastewater with 

chemicals from fracking. My understanding about the environmental impacts of 

offshore fracking, and the lack of information about it, is putting a damper on my 

enjoyment of the water. I don't enjoy doing activities that I did as a kid because of 

the dangers from water pollution. 

l l. I am also concerned about the impacts of oil industry wastewater and 

fracking chemicals on marine life. I am awed by sea turtles and how they nest in 

the dunes all along the Gulf Coast. I worry that they are getting into patches of 

highly contaminated water that might cause harm, and that their sargassum habitat 

is getting contaminated. It troubles me to know that dolphins, whale sharks, and 

fisheries are exposed to oil industry water pollution. In New Orleans, a lot of our 

seafood comes from the Gulf, and it is critical that the water is clean. I find it 

frustrating that the permits have been allowed for fracking and wastewater 
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discharge with no environmental study. I tell people all the time that I don't know 

if it's safe to swim or eat seafood. There needs to be more testing and protection of 

the Gulf's water quality. 

12. The federal government's ongomg failure to adequately prevent well 

stimulation chemicals from polluting the Gulf of Mexico has inhibited my 

enjoyment of the region. The Environmental Protection Agency's approval of 

water pollution pennits without disclosing the environmental impacts of 

wastewater discharge of well stimulation chemicals is depriving me and 

decisionmakers of information. And the Environmental Protection Agency's 

approval of water pollution permits without adequate monitoring and reporting of 

the discharge of waste fluid from offshore oil and gas operations, including 

discharges of chemicals used in offshore fracking, is also depriving me and 

decisionmakers of information. Through this case, I would hope that we would 

gain a better understanding of impacts to the Gulf ecosystem and species. And I 

really hope that the federal government would stop allowing the oil industry to 

dump stuff into the Gulf and stop fracking. If the federal government were 

compelled to comply with its duties to protect water quality and to meaningfully 

evaluate the environmental impacts of, and alternatives to, its action it is more 

likely that it would result in reduced degradation of the Gulf of Mexico and better 

conserve the wildlife and clean waters that I enjoy. 
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I declare under penalty and perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on 1'1,b\i 3 l,JD1¥m New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Jonathan Henderson 

7 



1 
 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

 
 
CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY; GULF RESTORATION 
NETWORK; LOUISIANA BUCKET 
BRIGADE,  
 
               Petitioners,  
     
                       v.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY; SCOTT PRUITT, 
Administrator; ANNE IDSAL, Region 
6 Administrator,  
 
             Respondents.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  Case No. 18-60102  

 
DECLARATION OF ANNE ROLFES 

I, Anne Rolfes, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Founding Director of the Louisiana Bucket Brigade (LABB), 

a membership organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Louisiana. 

LABB is recognized as a not-for-profit corporation under section 501(c)(3) of the 

United States Internal Revenue Code. 

2. I am responsible for managing the operations of LABB. I am 

thoroughly familiar with LABB's mission, organization, activities, and 

membership, as well as with the manner in which information on members is 

maintained. 
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3. I founded LABB in 2000 as an environmental health and justice 

organization. Since the organization began, it has been fighting to reduce 

community members' exposure to toxic pollution. 

4. LABB's mission is "to create an informed, healthy society" with a 

culture that holds industry and the government accountable for industrial pollution. 

Our vision is for Louisiana to be a healthy, prosperous, pollution free and just state 

where people and the environment are valued over profit. LABB works on behalf 

of communities in Louisiana that neighbor oil refineries, chemical plants, and other 

industrial sources of air and other pollution. A focus of our work is the accidents 

(also known as upsets, incidents and spills) that come from oil industry 

infrastructure. We document these accidents via data from the National Response 

Center. Much of this data relates to accidents from offshore oil and gas activities. 

5. To achieve its mission and protect and educate its members and the 

public, LABB works for federal and state legislative and regulatory changes; 

engages in outreach to polluting industries, affected communities and members, 

and government officials; conducts public education; and engages in litigation on 

occasions when that is necessary. As part of its work LABB submits public 

comments in administrative rulemakings.  

6. A core element of LABB's activities is working with communities to 

collect information about types of pollutants, outdoor pollution concentrations, and 
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health effects of pollution to fill major gaps that exist in federal and state data. In 

addition, LABB maintains a database of refinery and chemical accidents in 

Louisiana that details the pounds of pollutants released. We release reports and 

maps of onshore and offshore petrochemical accidents affecting our state. Finally, 

LABB works to quantify the pollution exposures and other impacts of 

petrochemical accidents to ensure that community members' experiences are 

acknowledged, documented, and integrated into prevention efforts. 

7. The BP Disaster in 2010 began our partnership with communities 

impacted by pollution in the Gulf of Mexico. At that time we launched a 

crowdsourcing project, the iWitness Pollution Map, as a tool for impacted 

communities to document the problems caused by the disaster. Our work in this 

sphere continued as we worked in collaboration with local and national 

organization to stop oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. During this time the 

problem of fracking in the Gulf came to our attention as a concern.  

8. LABB maintains information about its membership. Based on this 

information, as of the current date, LABB has over 1,000 current members in 

Louisiana. LABB has members who spend time outdoors in Louisiana and fish, 

swim, boat and enjoy the wildlife in our state. LABB's members who recreate, 

enjoy the environment, and regularly visit the Gulf of Mexico. Some of our 

members also experience harm because they are unable to enjoy areas they used to 
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or would like to enjoy because of the water pollution by offshore oil and gas 

facilities. The degradation of these areas from the government’s failure to protect 

them from wastewater discharge leads to depressing outings in characterized by oil 

sheens, dead fish, and infrastructure that ruins the integrity of the natural area.  

9. The EPA’s failure to conduct an environmental review of permitting 

wastewater discharge of fracking chemicals, its failure to require adequate 

monitoring and utter failure to prevent pollution results in natural areas that are 

diminished of living creatures, destroyed by the visible presence of oil and gas and 

consequently stripped of the spiritual and emotional lift that nature can provide. In 

fact, outings turn into depressing experiences because of the polluted state of the 

Gulf of Mexico.  

10. Were EPA to actually use its power as the regulator and enforce 

environmental laws, the oil and gas companies would no longer be able to use our 

shores and ocean as their dumping ground. Protection of our natural world would 

result, and outings would be better for our members.  

Executed on May 22, 2018 in New Orleans, Louisiana.  

 

       

      Anne Rolfes 
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DECLARATION OF SUSAN PRÉVOST 

I, Susan Prévost, declare as follows: 

1. I live in New Orleans, Louisiana, and I am an English teacher. I am in 

the process of relocating to a second home in Belle Chasse, Louisiana, to be closer 

to the Gulf Coast and to be more immersed in nature.   

2. My new house is situated on the Mississippi River and a few minutes 

from the Gulf. 

3. I am a member of the Louisiana Bucket Brigade, and I have been a 

member for about five years.  
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4. As a member, I am involved with many events and actions that are 

organized by the Louisiana Bucket Brigade. I work closely with Anne Rolfes, the 

organization’s director, and we are part of a coalition of groups working to 

improve environmental health for communities in Louisiana. I am extremely active 

activist, helping with strategy, taking part in actions, and coordinating with the 

larger coalition. For example, I am organizing a fundraiser to support the 

coalition’s work.  

5. I rely on Louisiana Bucket Brigade to represent my interests in 

promoting environmental protections. For example, I entrust the organization to 

support and collaborate with environmental justice communities in cancer alley – a 

riverfront area between New Orleans and Baton Rough known to have the nation’s 

highest cancer rates. I, along with the Louisiana Bucket Brigade, work with St. 

James HELP organization and St. John Parish, a church group, to support efforts to 

address the area’s health and pollution problems and to get the word out about the 

community’s plight and advocate for changes that will make a difference. I also 

rely on Louisiana Bucket Brigade to fight pollution from oil and gas facilities, 

including in the Gulf of Mexico. 

6. I spent summers as a child in the Gulf of Mexico. Every year, my 

family spent about three weeks on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi. We would rent 

the same cabin year after year in Clermont Harbor, Mississippi. I would swim in 
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the Gulf and go out on the water fishing with my dad. It is an integral part of my 

childhood and identity. My father died young; he was a worker in cancer alley, and 

he died in cancer alley. These summer memories in the Gulf are precious and 

joyful to me. 

7. Part of my deep connection to the Gulf of Mexico is from my history. 

I’m not a fair-weather friend to the Gulf. I have been on the Gulf Coast in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Camille. It was a formative experience where I saw 

indescribable devastation. The cabins where we spent the summers were 

devastated. We helped the woman who owned them, and whose home was 

damaged and lacked basic amenities. We worked as partners to rebuild the area. 

My family has been partners with every challenge this region has dealt to us and 

remained.  

8. I wish I could be out in the Gulf as much as I was as a child. Soon, I 

will move to Belle Chasse and get a boat so that I can be on the water more often. 

Now, I visit the Gulf of Mexico about three times a year. I take an annual trip to 

Grand Isle, Louisiana, for a birding event. I am an amateur birder, and there’s a 

migration that goes over Grand Isle where I get an opportunity to observe birds and 

their coastal habitat.  

9. In addition to my interests in the Gulf’s bird life, I appreciate the 

magic of the water and other wildlife. When I have gone out on small flat boats, I 
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have frequently encountered dolphins, and it is cool when the dolphins follow you 

in the boat. My family depends upon the fish in the Gulf for food. I enjoy the 

visiting the Gulf of Mexico because I can swim in it, and it is one of the few bodies 

of water without alligators that has seemed clean enough for swimming.  

10. I am repulsed by the idea of fracking in the Gulf of Mexico, and it 

disturbs me that chemicals from fracking wastewater pollution are going into the 

Gulf.  I am concerned about the air and water pollution from oil and gas operations 

and leaks in the Gulf. I think that there is a big problem with a lack of monitoring 

the pollution from platforms. I think that the chemicals that are discharged with the 

oil industry wastewater produce a toxic stew, and I’m worried that they include 

toxins that cause cancer and other health and environmental impacts. The 

insufficient regulation and monitoring of water pollution leaves me in a place that I 

don’t want to endanger myself by getting into a gumbo of toxins.  If this continues, 

I won’t trust or want to use the Gulf waters, and I would consider leaving. I’m 

concerned that we are running out of clean water and running out of safe clean 

places to fish and swim. 

11. There is too little information about the consequences to the people 

and creatures that use and depend on the Gulf’s clean waters and coast.  If the Gulf 

continues to be polluted by oil industry wastewater and chemicals, I imagine that it 

could contaminate fisheries and coastal lands. The people who depend on the Gulf 
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fur food arc not rich and 1hey depend on a clean environment, fishing and small 

crops. 

12. I am so motivated to prolecl the Gulf of Mexico lhal I protested an 

offshore oil and gas lease sale a11he Supcrdome in 2016. My lo,·e for Louisiana 

aod the Gulf of Mexico is so s1rong lhat I had 1hc courage to take direct action 10 

try to stop tl1e auction. 

13. Beucr pollution controls would help 10 address some of1bc issues that 

concero me about lhe damage 10 the Gulf environmenl and harms 10 my interests in 

tile Gulf. Actions to protecl clean wa1er in lhe Gulf would help sus1ain and nurture 

die nature around us. 

Executed on .......J',#~:..L...J:!. in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

~~ 
Susan PrevOS1 
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