
Profile of the Current NSL Statutes

NSL Statute 18 U.S.C. 2709 12 U.S.C. 3414 15 U.S.C. 1681u 15 U.S.C. 1681v 50 U.S.C. 436

Addressee communications
providers

financial institutions consumer credit
agencies

consumer credit agencies financial institutions, con-
sumer credit agencies,
travel agencies

Certifying
officials

senior FBI officials
and SACs

senior FBI officials
and SACs

senior FBI officials
and SACs

supervisory official of an
agency investigating,
conducting intelligence
activities relating to or
analyzing int’l terrorism

senior officials no lower
than Ass’t Secretary or
Ass’t Director of agency
w/employees w/access
to classified material

Information
covered

identified customer’s
name, address,
length of service,
and billing info

identified customer
financial records

identified consumer’s
name, address, for-
mer address, place
and former place
of employment

all information relating to
an identified consumer

all financial information
relating to consenting,
identified employee

Standard/
purpose

relevant to an
investigation to
protect against
int’l terrorism or
clandestine intelli-
gence
activities

sought for foreign
counter-intelligence
purposes to protect
against int’l terror-
ism or clandestine
intelligence activities

sought for an investi-
gation to protect
against int’l terror-
ism or clandestine
intelligence activities

necessary for the agency’s
investigation, activities,
or analysis relating to
int’l terrorism

necessary to conduct a law
enforcement investigation,
counter-intelligence
inquiry or security
determination

Dissemination only per Att’y Gen.
guidelines

only per Att’y Gen.
guidelines

w/i FBI, to secure
approval for intell.
investigation, to
military investigators
when inform. relates
to military member

no statutory provision only to agency of employee
under investigation, DoJ
for law enforcement or
intell. purposes, or fed.
agency when clearly rele-
vant to mission

Immunity/fees no provisions no provisions fees; immunity for
good faith
compliance
with an NSL

immunity for good faith com-
pliance with an NSL

reimbursement; immunity
for good faith compliance
with an NSL

Charles Doyle, National Security Letters: Proposals in the 112th Congress (Cong. Res. Serv. R41619) 9, Feb. 1, 2011.
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