§ 8.2 The sunshine and Advisory Committee Acts - 525


§ 8.2.1 Sunshine Acts - 525


A - Costs and Benefits


Why have these laws?


How broad are the state laws as compared to the federal law?


What is the downside?


How do agencies try to get around Sunshine acts?


B - What is a meeting?


Why is this a critical definition?


What did the Moberg case find?


Could you set the quorum very high, assuming you could ever get them together when you needed to act?


What definition did the United States Supreme Court use in FCC v. ITT?


What are the key lawyering issues to tell agencies about open meetings?


Sanctions


What sanctions can you get if prevail on a claim that a meeting should have been open?


Can the federal court overturn actions because of improperly closed meetings?


Can states?


§ 8.2.2 Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) - 529


Why did congress pass this act?


Who does it cover?


What does it require?


Does it violate separation of powers by limiting the prez's right to get advice?


What if they are all federal employees?


Hillery Health posed an interesting problem


Was she a government employee?


Even if she claimed she was not for disclosure purposes?


What about the 800 folks who did the work as "advisors" to the committee?





