Title 5: Aeronautics and Surface Transportation Generally

Chapter 28: TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
5 V.S.A. § 2001. Transportation of hazardous materials

§ 2001. Transportation of hazardous materials
(a) The secretary of transportation is authorized to promote safety in the transportation of hazardous materials by all modes of transportation, and furthermore:

(1) is authorized to make rules, under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25, governing transportation of hazardous materials. "Hazardous materials" are those substances or materials in such quantity and form which may pose an unreasonable risk to health and safety or property when transported in commerce, by all modes. For purposes of this section, hazardous materials may include, but are not limited to, explosives, radioactive materials, etiologic agents, flammable liquids or solids, combustible liquids or solids, poisons, oxidizing or corrosive materials, and compressed gases. These rules shall be no less protective of public safety than the rules promulgated by the federal government with respect to the transportation of hazardous materials but no rule shall prohibit a person between the ages of 18 to 21 from operating a motor vehicle transporting hazardous materials;

(2) is authorized to enforce these rules through the use of agency staff or others pursuant to cooperative agreement; and

(3) is authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with agencies of this and other states and of the federal government in relation to enforcement of these rules and rules or regulations promulgated by the federal government which apply to transportation in Vermont.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any of the rules promulgated by the secretary under this section.

(c) Any person who violates these rules shall be subject to a penalty of not more than $1,000.00. These rules shall identify violations, and possible penalties, by category, depending on the seriousness of the violation.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or other law whether general, special or local, violations of any rules promulgated pursuant to this section involving the operation of a motor vehicle may be charged through the use of a traffic complaint prescribed by the supreme court pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 2303.

(e) With respect to the transportation of radioactive materials, nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate or affect the provisions of any other federal or state statute or local ordinance, regulation or resolution which are more restrictive than or which supersede the provisions of this section or rules adopted pursuant to this section.

(f) The regulations promulgated by the Materials Transportation Bureau of the United States Department of Transportation contained in Parts 170-189 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations revised as of December 31, 1976, and any amendment or addition to these regulations, and the regulations promulgated by the Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety, Federal Highway Administration, United States Department of Transportation contained in Parts 390-397 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, revised as of October 1, 1976, and any amendment or addition to these regulations and any provisions of any other regulations regarding the transportation of hazardous materials adopted by a federal agency may be adopted by the secretary of transportation. (Added 1985, No. 224 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 1987, No. 112, § 3; 1987, No. 241 (Adj. Sess.), § 10; amended 1989, No. 58; 1989, No. 182 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 16, 1990; 1991, No. 193 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff May 19, 1992; 1993, No. 172 (Adj. Sess.), § 8.)
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