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Sunrise Village Mobile Home Park, L.C. v. United States

No. 96-428C

UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS

42 Fed. Cl. 392

Defendant's motion to dismiss GRANTED.

Plaintiff, mobile home park owner, filed a complaint against the United States seeking damages in excess of $ 2,000,000. Plaintiff claimed that in the aftermath of a hurricane, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps) improperly supervised debris removal at plaintiff's mobile home park. Shortly after the hurricane, defendant federal government, acting through FEMA, offered to clean up the park in exchange for the right to lease mobile home sites for persons displaced by the hurricane. Plaintiff argued that defendant's immunity from suit under the Stafford Act, 42 U.S.C.S. § 5148, ceased when it executed a contract with plaintiff. The court disagreed, holding that the intent of Congress was to curtail litigation against the United States arising from disaster relief efforts of FEMA and other agencies, such as the Corps. The acts for which plaintiff sought redress took place shortly after the hurricane and within the scope of federal disaster relief efforts authorized by the president pursuant to the Act. In short, plaintiff's claims failed in the wake of the Act's discretionary function non-liability provision.

The court granted defendant federal government's motion to dismiss the claim for damages because the Federal Emergency Management Agency's actions were within the scope of federal disaster relief efforts and were therefore immune from suit.
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